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It is suggested by the Crown Law authori-
ties that the words "Coming into operation
of the principal Act" should read "prior
to the commencement of this Act." I move
an amendment-

That the words ''coming into operation
of the principal" be struek out and
"commencement of this3 ' inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed; the clause

as amended agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 4:

The MI1NISTER FOR EDUCATION:. I
move an amendment-

That after ''Act" in line 5 the words
"or is intended to carry out such objects
as aforesaid" be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 5 and 0-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bil] reported with amendments.

aNose adjourned tit 9.93 psin.

lrediirsduy, "Stha September, 19,01.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam. mnd read prayers.

QUESTION-OrL PIROSPECTNG
AREAS.

'Mr. A. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Nines: 1, Is it his intention to place on the
Table of thme H1onse a map allowing conces-
sions granted for prospecting for oil in the
State! 2, The approximate area of the eon-
ersimmis? 3, Thle amou nt ehargedkpel year per
area? 4, Thme labou r con ditions required under

the Act and subsequent regulationst to holct
same? 5, If any labour conditions-are they
being complied with? 0, Ca]] forfeiture be
claimed failing such compliance? 7, In case
of dissatisfaction, is there any Court of Ap-
peal other than the Mfinister? 8, Can a syn-
dicate hold jag eight or ten million acres work
with a few men on, say, 10 or 20 acres, and
bold the balance against any prospecting
by Australian prospectors? 9, Having found
oil on a concession held by another syndicate
say 25 to .50 miles away, where the syndicate
is operating, and able to prove tbat the syndi-
cate holding the concession have never at-
tempted to prospect that area, can the finder
apply for and obtain a small concession to
prospect and develop his find? 10, The
Federal Govern meat having offered £50,000 as
a reward to the finder of payable oil, is it a
fact that the State Government have given
practically the whole of the State in conces-
sion to about 15 syndicates and threaten with
heavy penalties anyone prospccting for oil
although unable to obtain concessions, thus
preventing any but the favoured syndicate
participating? 11, As certain areas held by
concessionaires are not being prospected, will
he consider the adisableness of altering the
regulation to permit of an oil prospector
entering on such concession and prospecting
for oil ?

The MNUTWSTER FOR MNES replied:
1 a,,d 2>, My intention in this regard is to
comply with the wishes of the House, and
twill therefore do so if it is desired. 2, See
Section 0 of Act No. 50, 1920. 4, See Section
7 of Act No. 50,'1920, Regulation 25d, copy
of which was laid on the Table of the
House on 28th July last. 5, As far as T am
officially aware, yes. It is within the pro-
vince of any person to apply for forfeiture;
if it is considered that such conditions are not
being complied with, action may be taken
under Subsection 2, Section 7, of the Act,
No. 50, 1920. 0, Answered by No. 5. 7, No;
See Subsections 2 and 3 of Section 7 Act No.
50. 8, Yes, if it is considered reasonable, al-
though provision is made for reduction of the
area. See Clause (c), Regulation 25 (b). 9,
Answered by No. S. 10, Concessions only
cover Crown lands, and f am not aware of
any threat as suggested in the question. 11,
The position is already met by Clause (e)
of 'Regulation 25 (b).

BThL-hREDGING LICENSE.
Introduced by the Premier and read a first

time.

MOTIONLS-SPEAKER'S GALLERY,
PREIL~EGES TO WOM EN.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [4.35]:
move--

I

That in the opinion of this House the
privilege of admission to the Speaker's
gallery should be extended to women as
well as to men.
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The constitution of the House has altered
since the last elections and women nire now
admitted into this Chamber, as members, if
they can get here. 'It is somewhat anomalous
to find that there are two galleries for men
and only one for women. A member is able
to extend privileges to male members of the
community, but is unable to extend any priv-
ilege whatever to women. It seems to me
that is hardly what was intended-, nor is it
quite a fair thing to women that we should
not be able to show them that distinct at-
tention-which it is supposed to be-of giv-
ing them tire privilege of sitting inl
the Speaker's gallery on occasions. I do
not think the Speaker's gallery will
be overcrowded because, of the two, the
public gallery is probably the more co'm-
fortable. It is the mere fact that
R omen a re not admitted that makes
them wish to have that stigma. removed].
It sents rather -n absurd position in some
ways to most of uis. To-day in dliscus-
sing the position with. a. gentleman, it was
explained to me that the Almighty never in-
tended women to be put in the position that
I was in to-clay. I was obliged to remind him
that not only did the Bible tell us that it
was not a. good] thing for man to be alone,
but that ''male and female created He thenm
and gave them dominion over all things." I
do not think He intended that special privil-
eges sihould be granted to one section of the
community which could not reasonaibly he
granted to the Other. T understand that in
New South Wales women are admitted to the
Speaker's gallery. T have been told that by
a woman who has been admitted there. In the
Commonwealth Parliament woilten are ad-
mitted to the galleries. T do not think the
Speaker's gallery will he overcrowded, be-
cause after alt there will he only one woman
in the Chamber who will be likely to give the
neessary permit. T (10 not think other mem-
bers of the 'House will rush the privilege
at once and fill the gallery with women.

The Premier: You never know!
Mrs. COWAN:. If they do it will not be

the fault of women. I understand that quite
lately, since this change in our constitution
occurred, one or two nwomen have been privil-
eaged to be admittedt either to the gallery ot
the U~pper House or upon the floor of the
Upper House. T do not wish to stress the
matter much further, but I do think it is
Dot quite fair to thle women that they should
not be given equal privileges with the men in
thtis House. They are nt admitted to the
bnr of the House to -plead on important oc-
casions, if there happens to be anything
very much affecting their interests. I think
it was intended that all that shonld be done
away with when equal citizenship rights were
given to may sex, and enabled onle of us to
get here. I hope the motion will he carried
and that the House will support ine in what 1
ant asking.

Mr. .1. THTOMNSO.N (Claremont) [4.39]:
I1 second the motion. T cannot under-

stand, Sir, why you gave the rulling
you did the other day. Although I
should he glad to see the l adies beyond the
bar of the House I. do not want to see thenm
on this side of the bar of the House. Upon
the Address-in-reply there vtas sumnething in
particular I wanted to say anil I should like
to say it now, but plerhiaps it might be just
as well for me to refrain from doing so.
have much pleasure in supporting the motion.

M1r. O'LOG-flEX (Foriest) r-t.411: t aum-
ticipate that this motion will probably lte
carried, but I hope that it will not he carried
in the form in which it has been moved].

11r. Underwood: What ether form would
you suggest?

Mr. O'LOQHLEN: I will indicate it if
the bon. member will exercise a little paitience.
I move'an amienidment-

That after the word ''gallery '' the
words '"and all other galleries' Fc in-
serted.

If h6n. muembers desire to extend to Ind'es
the right anti privilege of sittinz'- ill thle
Speaker's gallery, then I think that the mna
should have the right to sit in the gallery
now occupied only by ladies. Theic is no
reason why we should have a law for the
segregation of either men or women into
particular groups. In thle Federal Parlia.-
mient both sexes sit together in thle Spuvaker's
gallery and in the public galleries.

Mfr. Underwood: D)o they do any harm 7
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not opposing

the motion. I say we should not sfop half
way. We have the right to stipulate that if
ladies are enabled to go into the Speaker's
gallery, the mna should be free also to ne-
companly their woomen folk into thle pubhlic
galleries of the House. That is a fair pro-
position and I think thme House will arree to
it. No argument can be advanced against it.
We do not want to set uip arly sex distinction.
If this motion is carried in its present form
it will have the effect of setting rmu) a sex
distinction, because w-hile ladies will be privi-
leged to go into the Speaker's gallery they
will still have the sole right to occuipy the
public gallery onl thme left of the Chamber.
I do not think it just that they shouldl have
thme sole right to occupy the gallery for them-
sires. ft is of no use going half ;vav. Thme
amendment will enable people to sit togxether,
end not sepayate into different group%.

MrY. UXDER-WOOlI (Pilbara) [4.461: T
am in favour of the motion, for the amnend-
muent does not quite meet the ease. The
amendment would require to he extended so
that men would be allowed into the women's
ga'llery as well.

Mr O'Loghlen: The amendment provides
for that.

The MNinister for irles! No, it does not.
ft means that the women will keep theim- own.
galler-y but can take seats in the gallery on
the other side of the Chamber.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: On. reflection, I think
the member for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Logh] en) will
see that that is the position. Our- desire-
should he to throw our galleries open to all
sections, irrespective of sex.

The Premier: That is wrong.
Mr. UJNDERWOOD: That may lie so, but

that is nwhat the member for Forrest desires to
attain. Regarding the Speaker's gallery,
with all due respect to yourself, '\r. Speaker,
to whom I have always, or mostly always,
paid respect, I contend that the mnember for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) has the advantage
of me under existing circumstanves, seeing
that she can have her husband admitted, to the
Speaker's gallery while .I ami debarred from
having my wife admitted there. Having de-
termiined that women shall have a vote as weUl
as mcii, and having admitted the natural
corollary that women shall have the right to
sit in Parliamniit equally with the inca, the
admission of women to the Speaker's gallery
follows in natural sequence. Under the
present arrangement, we make a sex distinc-
tion. I will admnit that that distinction was
formulated ages ago and since then, we have
followed in the samne groove. However, WOMe3n
can he elected to Parliament and they are
here. I cannot help hearing remarks which
the member for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson)
is passing.

M.\r. JL Thomson: I said they should never
have come here.

MAr. Willeock: Not ''they.'"
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The member for

Geraidton (M\r. Wilteck) may know moreo
about it than [ do but I say it is a question
of ''they.'"

The Minister for 'Mines: They will all comec.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the position-

if they can get elected. Once elected, how-
ever, women should have the same privileges
in the House as the men.

Mr. Saumpson: That is not denied.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is denied. Withl

the election of the member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan), we have to go further andl
admit the women to the same privileges in the
galleries as are possessed by men. If we
follow the positioni to a logical conclusion,
and r see no reason why ire should not, we
shnoml-l cut out any--

MrI. 0 'Loghien: Exclusive rights.
3Mr. U'NDERWOOD: That is the position.

If we give the women equal rights they will
he entitled to gain admission to any gallery-
if they ran; if they cannot gain admission,
they wvill have to stop outside. I see no
danger underlying the aniendmient. I trust
the nmution will he carried.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [4.51]: I1
rt-jret that the niember for West Perth has
had oveasion to bring her nmotion before
the House. I think it is out of order. Time
honoured custom has laid it down that there

aIrc certain privileges to which the Speaker is
entitled. The motion we should be discussing
is rather one as to whether we should take
those privileges away froui the Speaker. If

the House decides that -Mr, Speaker shalt
forego those privileges, thea the motion by ther
memuber for West Perth might come forward.
in dlue course.'

Mr. ETCHARD SON (Suhiaco) [4.52]: 1
desire to support the amendment, which will
secure what we are aiming at, namely, that
n-omen shall have equal privileges to men in.
the galleries..

Mr. SPEAKER : The language of ther
amendment will not cover that position.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I intend to strike out a
couple of words, which will have the effect of
meeting the case.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am surprised at the
remarks by the member for Kimuberhey (,%r.
Durack). If I remember aright, M-%r. Speaker,
you gave a ruling to the effect that this House
could alter any decision of this character.
Therefore, the member for West Perth(Ms
Cowan) is right in bringing her motion be-
fore the notice of this Chamber, with the ad-
dendum moved by the member for Forrest.
For many years we have been endeavouring
to break down sex distinctions and following
on the extension of the franchise to women,
thle last Parliament enacted a measure where-
by women are now allowed to sit in Parlia-
mieat. The motion and amendment merely
take another step forward to afford women
equal privileges with the men.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: 'May f explain, M.Nr.
Speaker, that I propose to move to strike
out all words after ''women" and insert
''and men."y

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mfitchell
-Northam) [4.54]: Before the House
carries the ainendment, we should consider
how it will operate. The arrangements,
which have obtained till now, have worked
well so far as the women are concerned. In
other Houses of Parliament similar arrange-
ments hare worked well. Men and womnen do
sit in the same galleries in South Australia
and the Federal Houses of Parliament hut
the galleries there are small. A large number
of women come to the Chamber and have the
right to occupy the gallery on the Speaker's
left. They take a keen interest in the worlk
of the House. Why should we make this
change? I do not mind. women having the
right to sit on the Speaker's Tight but 1 do
think they should have a gallery reserved fox
themselves. Before we make any change we
should consider the matter more closely.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not raise the same
objection regarding chturches and picture
shows?

The PREMIER: This is neither a ehureb
nor a picture show. I think women cnjo3
the privilege they have of sitting in theimi
own gallery on the left of the Speaker.
'Naturally I admit that we, sitting on this
side of the House, enjoy the spectacle ni
ladies sitting on the other side. I hope the
House will not hurriedly carry the prop ossli
before the Chair. The amendment would
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'have the effect of taking away privileges
from the women and not extending them.

Mr. 0 Loghien: It will give women equal
rights with the men.

The PREMIER: At the present time so
many feet of space on the left side of the
-Speaker are reserved for women and an equal
apace is reserved for men on. the right of the
Speaker. Members should realise that the
ladies have enjoyed their pri-vileges for very
many years and I know many of them come
regularly to Parliantent to follow the de-
bates. The alteration will not benefit them
-materially.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no compulsion
about the matter.

The PREMIER: Bitt if the amendment is
carried men will 'have the right to sit onl the
women's side of the Rouse. Notwithstanding
-the motion by the member for West Perth,
I think the ladies should have the right to
sit in their own galleries. I do not know
what the opinions of other members may 'be.

11r. J7. Thoumson: That is the opinion of
most of the members at any rate.

Mr. 'Munsie: You speak for yourself.
The PREMIER: There is no necessity to

carry this amendment 'hurriedly. I suggest
that members who are married. should discuss
it with their wives and those who are not
married should discuss it with their sweet-
hiearts. -

Hion. W. C. Angwin: If you bring your
daughter and your wife 'here, your wife will
have to sit in one place and your daughter
in another place because yon can only take
-one into the Speaker's gallery.

The PREMIAER: I1 think ire should defer
consideration of this matter.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowia.) [5.01: 1
trust sincerely that the amendment will be
carnied. It is the logical outcome of the
franchise we have granted to women, the
privilege. to sit as an equal with every mrem-
ber of this House, the privilege to become
Premier, the privilege, Mr. Speaker, to
occupy yonr Chair. Just 'imagine if the
member for West Perth happened to be
elected Speaker of this House and she re-
fused to allow her own sex to sit in her
gallery! What an anomaly!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Speaker has the
-option now.

Hon. T. WALKER: But his desire is to
keep things as they are; in other word;, this
'institution is to go along at the old jog trot.
Yet we are giving privileges and rights to
-outsiders that we here refuse to recognise,
although they are passed into the laws of
the land. With the progress of the age
woman is coming into an exact equality
with man on all matters, social, political,
aRnd economic. She has the right to take
her share of every industry she feels fitted
for,' or' desires. We exclude her from no
a-venue, and we only exclude her here be-
cause we are adherents of the old order
that has passed away. The bon, member,

when ;she was speaking on this subject, de-
sired to impress upon us the logic of hier
argument by citing some Christian who had
been upbraidling her for bar boldness. I
would advise my friend, if shte will permnit
me to call her so, never to go back to the
old times.

lIon. W. C. Angwin:, The good old times.
Hon. T. WALKER: Let us just refer for

a moment to the authority the lien. member
herself quoted. She quoted-

And the Lord God said it is not good
that the man should be alone. I will
make him an helpmeet for him.
The 'Minister for Mines: Are you quoting

from "1May" or ''Ilbery"I

aon. T. WALKER: I ant quoting fronm
the oldest authority we have on this sub-
ject-

-And out of the ground the Lord God
formed every boast of the field, and every
fowl of the air, and brought them unto
Adam to see what hie would call them, and
whatsoever Adam called every living
creature that was the name thereof, and
Adam gave names to all cattle and to the
f owl of the air and to every beast of the
field; but for Adam there was not found
an helpmeet for him.

It was not good for man to be alone, so all
these things were created, but nut an help-
meet for Adam.

And he took one of his ribs-

A rib only, mind you!

-and closed uip the flesh instead thereof,
and thme rib which the Lord God had
taken front a mnan, made lie a woman and
brought her unto the man.

Mrs. Cowan: Go back to the first chapter.
Hon. T. WALKER: The first chapter is

contradictory. This is what the hen, mem-
ber quoted. She started, "It is not good
for man to be alone," and those are the
words with which I commenced my quota-
tion. I am taking the context.

Mr. 'Underwood: She never quoted that
on this debate.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes!
M r. Underwood: -No!
Mr. SPEAKER:. Order!
Mr. .1. Thomson: There were no members

of Parliament in those days.
Hon. T. WALKER: No, and I am saying

that this is an unreliable argument to use.
Mr. J, Thomson: Why do you not oppose

itI
lion. T. -WALKER: I say this very anti-

quated Jewish record, nay, a Babylonian
record, comes from the mythical past, long
anterior to the time of this alleged Adam,
and I am quoting scholars of high standard
and great learning who can teach its any-
thing upon this subject. If we even come
to later times I question whether my friend
would be able to support her argument
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from the same Book. Even Saint Paid
says-

For the man is not of the woman , but
the woman of the man. 'Neither was the
man created for the woman, but the
woman for the mnan.

And the same authority further says-anid
I would commend this to my friend if she
is going to use this kind of argument to
advance the cause of women, not to refer
to these very nntiqse records. The same
author says-

Let your women keep silence, for it is
not permitted uinto themn to speak, but
they are conimanded to be uinder obedi-
ence, as also saith the law. And if they'
wvill learn anything let them ask their
husbands at homne; for it is a shamie for
women to speak in the church.

Anid these are not the wily authorities.
Mr. Angelo: Was not St. Paul an old

bachelor?
Hon, T. W'ALKER: Undoubtedly, and it

ion such sentiments that have been handed
down century after century that women
have been kept in subjection.

Mr. Marshall: Quite right.
Hon. T. WALKER: There is the past

speaking, and it has never been remedied
through the thousands of years, when man
was miaster and woman had to obey. This
is the condition of things that exists now
universally in seine parts of Europe, where
woman is put into a kennel and only
allowed to leave it at the will of her master.
We have grown out of that. It is the merit
of our civilisation which compels uts to
recognise woman as our equal. Woman has
proved her capacity in every sphere of art,
literature and science; iii fact wvherever shte
has entered. We owe as much to 'Madamn
Curie as to her talented husband for the
discovery of raduin and the suggestiveness
it has afforded to the scientific world.
Modern advancement hag been due to the
energy, zeal, acumen and learning of women
themselves who have shown their capaci. ty
in many spheres. Now, we frame the laws
of the land which permit the election of
women to Parliament, and a woman can sit
here in this Assembly. What injury would
you do if you allowed some other woman
to sit on those cold, bleak chairs at the far
end of this Chamber? Let me tell you, Mr.
Speaker, that your ruling is an undoubted
injustice to the Opposition. Here we stand,
or sit, night after night listening to the
opposite side pouring their calumny u0poil us
for the views we hold, and casting their
eyes over our heads upon the beauity and
adornment of Perth. We fromt this side of
the House can see nothing of the kind. No
wonder, so to speak, we pult on our armiour.
We have to do it with our backs to the
woolen, while our friends opposite get all
the inspiration from the beauty and loveli-
ness of Perth above our heads. I li'ke to feel
that I am only half a man even whilst 1
Speak in thin Chamber, that the comiplete Man

is the complement of mnan and womian. That
is the complete fruit of the human family-
so to speak, and I want to see the counter-
part sitting there facing you, Mr. Speaker.
How much better tempered would you be,
when this Assembly was in disorder, if you
saw the calmn aund homelike sumile of the
umiatrons of Perth encouraging you i the ex-
ecvise of your paternal influence upon this
Chamber. That is what you desire, There-
fore, why not have OILr galleries mixed? If
you want to dlo what chivalry suggests and
what 1 would] approve of, I would have a
ladies gallery, a gallery that would see both
sides of the Chamber at the samne time as
is the ease in other assemblies. Why put
women on one side and umen on the other side 5
Why~ separate and divide them? That kind
of thing conies from those old days when
women were not even allowed to sit in the
sacred sanctuaries of the land;, when they
were put aside as they are to-day in the
synagogues, and when under the old order-
they were compelledf to remain outside end
know nothing of what was going on. W6
are past these (lays, and now let us try to
see that the women of to-day are not sub-
jected to what is none the less an insult,
because it happens to be venerated and time-
honoured. We must get rid of superstitions
notions that man is lord and the woman the
slave. She is our equal, the complement of
man, and her equality is necessary' for the
betterment of the human race. 1, therefore,
support the amendment. Reserve if yen
plea sc, A. section of this F1onse for women
Alone, hut throw other sections open to men
and women.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.15~1: 1
oppose the motion. on the ground sugge~sted
by the miember for Kimberley (Mu .Durack).
I think the privilege rests with the Speaker-
and that the motion should takec another
form. I strongly oppose the amendment,
which suggests that aill the galleries of this
House should be thrown open to men and
wonmen alike. I know asy women who
Would not come to this House at all if they
were compelled to share the galleries with
men.

Mr. Lamnbert: Then they have no right
to be here.

Mr. PICKERING: If we go on to any-
platform of our railway system, or along
an.y train, we will find compartments speci-
ally reserved for ladies.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There are reasons for-
that.

Mr. PICK ERNrGO Because the member
for Kanowos. has not the facility for gazing*
on the beauty of Western Australia, that is
no reason why we should deprive the ladiesr
of the right of a gallery for their own special
use. I trust that the House will not agree
to such an Amendment as that monved by the
member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen). I was
opposed to the change in the Constitution
whichi resulted in the appecarance in this
place of the memnber for West Perth (MrL-
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4Cowan); therefore I ami quite consistent in
opposing a change of systemn which has be6a
in vogue for so many years. I sympathise
with the constable whp has charge of the
galleries. I 4uite foresee that the galleries
might be used for purposes for which they
.are not intended.

Hpn. T. Walker-. Oh, oh!
Mir. 0 'Loglilen: What do you mean?
Mr. PICKERING: One of the objects in

keeping men and women separate, I think,
-was to mnaintain silence in the galleries. It
would be very difficult indeed to maintain
silence if people could come up here in pairs
to have a half hour in the galleries.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about tie theatres?
They maintain silence there.

Mr. PIOKERING, The cor-stable has a
certain amount of difficulty in the galleries.

Mr. Lambert: What, in sleeping?
Mr. PICKERING: The main ground for

my opposition to the amendment is that I
think it only right a Certain portion of this
Chamber should be set aside specially for
ladies. It is not everybodly who holda the
opinions of tire menmber for WVest Perth.
Many of her own sex are not in sympathy
with the mnovemient that enabled her to become
a member of this House, and there are many
women in this State who would not fall in
with her suggestion to have access to the
Speaker's gallery, or with the amendment
that the whole of the galleries be thrown
open for Common use.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Willi ams-Narrogin)
f5.18]: I strongly support the amendment
of the member for Forrest (11r. O'Loghlen)
andl congratulnte him on 'having brought it
forward. It is absurd in these enlightened
days, when we recognise thle equality ot
-the sexes to the extent of p)erimitting ladies to
be elected by the people and to sit in this
Chamber, that we should say we will not per-
mit women to sit in any of the galleries or in
the Speaker'Is gallery. I hame no objection to
a special gallery being set apart for ladies
only if it is $o desired, but I do say that
-women shenid have the right to sit in the
Speaker's gallery, or in any other gallery. It
is absurd that when a husband and wife come
here to listen to the debates, we should put
the husband in the Speaker 'a gallery and the
wife somewhere up -above out of sight.

Mr. Lambert: A happy relief.
Mr. JOHNSTONX: When this matter was

brought forward by way of a question, I
understood You, Mr. Speaker, to say that, so
far as you kinew, ladies were not permitted to
sit in the Speaker's gallery in any other Par-
liament in Australia. If that is what you
said, I would like to enlighten you.

Mr, SPEAKER: I did not say that.
'Mr, JOHNSTON: In the Federal Parlia-

meat w6nien have access to the Speaker's
gallery. .I myself occupied a front seat
marked ''For State members only'' and sat
next to tile wives of two well known Labour
politicians who were there during the whole of
the evening listening to the debates.

Air, J. Thomson: I saw you there.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The bon. member, who

at that time was not a member of the State
Parliament, occupied a seat also iri the gallery
marked "For State members only,"' showing
that coming events often cast their shadows
before. In the Federal Parliament, ladies
have access to the Speaker's gallery. They oc-
cupy seats alongside the mn and why should
not they have an equal opportunity of enjoy-
ing the best seats here? Why should the front
seats be reserved for men only, while the
wives and other relatives of members are put
away in the other galleries? It is absurd, and
I am certainly surprised, Mr. Speaker, that
you, with your chivalrous instincts, should
permit it. I hope the amendment will be
paissed and that this enlightened Parliament
in Western Australia, the first in the Com-
monwealth to have a lady member, will deter-
amine that, so far as the galleries in this
House are concerned, the women in Western
Australia have an equal right to them with
the men, just as they have an equal right to
offer their services to the electors if they so
desire.

The "MINISTER FOR M1INES (Hon. J.
Scaddank-Albany) [5.22]: I think we ought
to be able to arrive at a compromise which
will be acceptable not only to memibers but
to those people who frequent the galleries.
It is generally recognised that the Speaker
has some privileges by virtue of the office
to which we have elected him, and amiongst
them is the right over admission to one of the
galleries in this Chamber known as the
Speaker's gallery. It lis been recognisel,
too, that the right should be conceded to
utetuhers of another place to occupy whiat -is
practically one-halt of the Speaker's gallery,
so that they many comte in and listen to our
debates just as we, by the courtesy of the
President of the Legislative Council, might
occupy portion of the President's gallery in
that Chamber. I do not think we onght to
deliberately interfere with the right of the
Speaker in this direction. 'Whether hie
chooses to permit men only to occupy seats
in the Speaker's gallery is a matter which
hie must answer for, but I suggest that we
m]ight extend the privilege of allowing a man
and his wife or daughter, or a. mother and
son, to occupy seats together in any part of
the public galleries, except in the portion
which is reserved for ladies. Very frequently
womnen who come here to listen to thme de-
bates desire to sit in a gallery ri-served for
ladies and to which men are not admitted.
We cannot always guarantee the condition
of a man whio niight come into thme gallery
from tire street as he has at perfect
right to do. Bot I do not think we
should prevent people from silting in
any part of the public galleries where they
choose, except that thme ladies' gallery should
be reserved for ladies. If ladies choose to
sit with their niale friends, they ought to be
entitled to do so in any part of the public,
gallery. This would be a fair compromise
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and would go a long way towards removing
what is now a recognised difficulty. I sug-
gest that, instead of conveying a direction to
the Hon. the Speaker, we might get over the
difficulty by striking out all the words after
''House'' and inserting-

The Speaker shold consider the ques-
tion of extending permiission to women and
mn to use all galleries wvith the exception
of the ladies' gallery.

Then,, if the Speaker chose to adhere to his
present policy of admitting men only to the
Speaker's gallery, hie could do so and be
answerable for it. The balance of the gal-
hories, with the exception of the ladies' gal-
lery, would be available to men and women
alike.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no difficulty.
The M1INISTER FOR MINES: I do not

know that we need worry very much about
it. If my wife came here, she would prefer
to sit in the ladies' gallery, but if she camne
here with my boy she would prefer to sit
where the boy could sit with her. I do not
think there is any likelihood of our being din-
cornfited by such an event as an interference
with the debates. Women can behave them-
selves as well as men, and but for the belief
that they can behave better than men,I
would not suggest reserving a part of the
gallery for them.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has only
suggested that as an amendment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
all.

-Mr. TROY (Mft. Magnet) [5.25]1: 1 sup-
port the view of the Minister. It is desir-
able that there should he a gallery reserved
for ladies because some undesirable character
might come in andl cause trouble.

Mr. Willeock: Some undesirable ladies
might come in.

Mr. TROY: Quite so, but there is not so
much probability of that as the other. I
agree with the proposition that the ladies
should be allowed to enter ally gallery in the
House, but I believe that there should also be
a place apart for the ladies.

.Mr. O'toghlen: Why reserve one part
where the ulen should not go?

Mr. TROY: My experience of men is that
they like to go wherever the wvomea are.
There might be a crowd in the galleries, as
often happens at the picture shows.

'Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that the reason why
you did not open the Speaker's gallery to
ladies for five years?

Mr. TROY: I was not asked. When mein-
bers' wives, camne here, they had the right to
sit in the Speaker's gallery. If I were in
your position, Mr. Speaker, I think I Would
concede the request. At the same time there
should[ be a ladies' gallery apart from the
mien's gallery, because some objectionable
character might enter. It is not desirable
that women should be thrown into the earn-
puny of an objectionable chilracter, unless

they choose to go into the common gallery in
preference to the gallery reserved for ladies.

Mr. WILLCOCK (tieraldlton) [5.28]: This
matter is hardly of sufficient importance to
,,arrant the House devoting a full hour to
discussing it. We have progressed too far
to give force to the argument that a time-
honoured custom of the last 700 or 800 years
in some institution 13,0oo or 14,000 miles away
should be retained here. We should .cut out
that kind of stuff altogether. I amn inclined
to suppiort the anmendmient as moved orig-
inally by, the member for Forrest (Mfr.
O'Loghlen), that ladies be admitted to all
portions of the House and that the ladies'
gallery he reserved for ladies. I amu not pre-
pared to say that then would snake themselves
any more objectionable than ladies. They
would not come here and behave in an un-
seemnly manner, and even if they did, we have
protection whlich pietuie sh~ows do not enjoy;
we have not only the Sergeant-at-Arms, but
the police to maintain order. My intention
is to support the amendment as originally
moved by the member for Forrest (Mr.
O'Loghlen), the carrying of which wonid
mealn that the gallery above the heads of
the Opposition would be reserved for ladies
as against men.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.31]:
Do I understand that the carrying of the
amnicdment of the member for Forrest means
that the present ladies' gallery will continue
to be reserved for ladies, ad that ladies will
also be admitted to all other parts of the
House?

Mr. O'Loglilen: Yes.
Mr. A. TIHOMSON: I agree i4th other

members that a gallery should be specially
set apart for ladies. Howvever, it is an an-
muanly that wvhen a man and his wife comec
hlere hie must take a seat onl one side and she
on thle other. They should be permitted to
sit side by side. I have much pleasure in
supporting the amnendnment moved by the mem-
ber for For-rest, and I hope that the hon.
memiber will stick to it and that it will be
carried without mlany further words.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.32]: I shall
certainly support the amendment, and I shall
be glad to see ladies on the floor of the
Mouse. I think that the presence of ladies
on the floor of this Chamber at the opening
of this Parliament represented their first ap-
pearance here. The privilege of securing ad-
m~ittance to the Speaker's gallery for friends
should be extended to the member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) in the same way as it
is extended to all other members. She should
be able to invite lady friends to that gallery
in the same way as the rest of us invite men
friends there.

Mr. Troy: No. That privilege is the
Speaker's.

Mr. DAVIES: I observed Lady Newdegate
sitting here on Opening Day, and I under-
stood that that wan the first tine a lady had
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sat on the floor of the House. In liy opinion,
ladies should be admitted to any portion of
the lhouse, and, besides, there should be ae-
coniniodatioii reserved specially for ladies, be-
cause sonic of them-possibly old maids, pos-
sibiv married wvomen-might prefer to sit
alonie.

Mrs. COWA1X (West Perth-on. amend-
meat) [5.34]: It seems to me that thle
poinmt is being lost sight of. I asked
that things should be made equal: At
present there is a public gallery open to
men, anti another public galler-y open to
womuen. Thea there is the Speaker's gallery,
in respect of which the privilege is extended
to men earning in and sitting there, by the
Speaker's permission. In moving the motion
I had 110 desire to be in any way whatever
discourteous to our Speaker; and, indeed, His
Homnur the Speaker himself expressed a pre-
fereijee for having tile matter referred to the
House for decision: at least, so I understood.
So long as men and women are equal in the
matter of admittance here, that is all that is
required. [ have never heard of a woman
asking that all the galleries of this Chamber
should be thrown open to women. All I am
asking is that in respect of the Speaker's gal-
lery-there being no Speaker's gallery for
wonien-wonleli as well as men should have
the privilege of sitting there at any time. I
should like to reply to the remtarks of the
membher for Kanowna (Hon,. T. Walker).

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member mlust
speak to the amndmeat at present.

Hon. W. C. AINOWIN (NYorth-East Fre-
mantle) [5.35] : In. connection with this inat-
ter, the only request I have heard froml ladlies
is that they should be allon-ed to conic with
their husbands. I have heard nothing what-
ever said about the Speaker 's gallery, but I
have known ladies to say, ''Why sho~uld we
go on one side, and our husbands onl thle
other?'' In all probability, if anything
special was on here, the only ladies who would
hare the opportunity of sitting in thle Speak-
er's gallery-assuming the motion is carried
-would be those living i the immediate
ineighbourhood of Parliament House. Ladies
residing i the suburbs w-ould be unable to
arrive here by 7.30 after getting their hus-
bands' dinners. Let me mention that while,
say, 48 of us now here are anxiong, possibly,
to put women in the Speake[r's gallery, not
one of us is anxious to put a woman in his
own scat. The matter is one that should be
left entirely in your hands, Mr. Speaker. The
Speaker's gallery belongs to the Speaker. My
feeling is that having heard all this discus-
sion M1r. Speaker will decide that members
hold that ladies should be admitted to the
Speaker 's gallery if tickets are requested for
them by members. Still, during the 16 years
I have spent in this Assembly I have never
been asked by a lady for a ticket to the
Speaker's gallery. The member for Mt. Mag-
net (Mr. Troy) says that during all the years
he occupied the Chair no such request was
ever made to him. Really, the motion is a

mnere fad, and intended to show that the nmem-
ber for West Perth is determined to do some-
thimg for women even when there is no occa-
sian for doing it. Were I in her place, I
would adopt a different liae. I would try to
get a woman something worth having,
and, upon being refused, I would defy
the Chair, get put out, and then say,
''Look how I am treated for standing
up for women ; you must send more
women, to help me." It is a paltry
thing to ask this Assembly to decide whether
women should be permitted to sit among half-
a-dozen men in the Speaker 's gallery. The
motion IA ridiculous, and should never have
been brought forw-ard.

Mr. SPEAKER [5.381 : Before putting
the question, 1 should like to make a few
remarks. I do it indeed very reluctantly.
However, I consider that I should be failing
in my duty as Speaker of this Assembly if
I allowed any of the privileges of time pJosi-
tion which I temporarily occupy to be taken
away without offering a few observations.
I do not wish to leave this position of
Speaker with any of the privileges, con-
ferred on it by thle House before I took the
office, in any way impaired. H-on. members
seem to have made a deal about what is
done in other Parlianients of Australia. I
believe there is a Speaker's gallery set
apart in every Parliaument in the Common-
wealth. In some of them there are two tr
three small Speakers' galleries. The least
sitting accommodation in the gallery or
galleries reserved for the Speaker in any
other Parliament is 40, and in other in-
stances the accommodation amounts to 80
seats, 75 seats, and .56: In all those Parlia-
ments the Speaker is the only person who
has the right to issue a ticket to any lady
to enter that gallery. In that respect the
position in those Parliaments is the same
as it is here. The gallery is the Speaker's
gallery, and he has the right to issue tickets
for it to ladies or gentlemen, as hie pleases.
In two of those other Parliaments there are
ladies' galleries with a seating aceonmoda-
tion of 50; I refer to Queensland and South
Australia. I take it, however, that in the
case of those Parliaments the ladies' gal-
leries are similarly circumstanced to onr
laulies' gallery here, and that no tickets are
necessary for ladies to enter them. In the
ease of the New South Wales Parliament
a lady is admitted to the Speaker's gallery
only when she is i the company of a gentle-
man. I was rather surprised to hear the
remarks of the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston), who has occupied
the position which I now occupy, and who
in respect of the ladies' gallery adopted thle
same practice as I have followed.

Mr. Johnston: If I had been in the Chair
a little longer, 1 would have acted differ-
ently.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Monnt
Magnet (Mr. Troy) put the ease very
clearly. That hon. member occupied the
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position of Speaker for sonme five years, and
during his tenure of the Chair the Speaker's
gallery was conducted in the same way as
it has been during my tenure. The bon.
member further said that he had never been
asked for a lady's ticket for the Speaker's
gallery. I an, sure that T have never been
asked for such a ticket, except on one ocea.
sion, after the member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) had put her question. I
would Dot grant the application then, be-
cause I knew that this motion would be
brought forward. In the ease of the
Speaker's galleries in the Parliaments of
the Eastern States, I do not know but that
it may have been, the practice to admit
ladies to the Speaker's gallery, in view of
the ample seating accommodation provided.
But iu the Speaker's gallery of this House
there is accommodation for at most 21 per-
sons. It was the practice of Speakers be-
fore me, and it has been my' practice, to
grant each member a ticket for any friend
the member may desire to place in the
Speaker's gallery, so long as there is seat-
ing accommodation. 'Now, there being only
21 seats, and there being 49 members-
apart fromn the Speaker-wlo may be de-
sirous of putting friends in the Speaker's
gallery, the very limited extent of the
accommodation is apparent. I wish to say,
further, that if the House takes away the
Speaker's privilege or responsibility in
respect of that gallery, it no longer remains
the Speaker's gallery, because then hon.
members will only be giving the Speaker a
gallery with restrictions. If the member
who occupies the high and honourable posi-
tion of Speaker is not, in the opinion of the
House, quite capable of knowing what to
do with the gallery, or not fair in his judg-
mnent of what he should do with it, then the
Speaker should, I think, be removed, and
another member put in his place. Person-
ally I do not want to have a gallery called
the Speaker's gallery unless I do control it.
If bon. members desire that that gallery
should be available to all visitors, male and
female alike, then I have no desire that it
should be called the Speaker's gallery. I
do not wish that any privilege should be
taken from the position I temporarily
occupy, witbout my putting up some- de-
fence.

The Minister for Mlines: What about the
public galleries, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the public
galleries, I am more unfortunate than was
the member for 'Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy).
I had not occupied this position longer than
two or three months when I receiveed
an application from organisations of women.
asking me to throw open the public
galleries to men and women in common.
I refused that because, with my limited
knowledge of ladies, I thought they pre-
ferred sitting by themselves. In the following
year I had a similar request from the same
person, signing herself as secretary of a

women's organisation. In all I have had three
letters from her. It is remarkable that I
should have got those letters so soon, seeing
that they were from people who would be
more likely to ask the late Speaker than to
ask me.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The organisation was iio,
in existence in his time.

M\r. SPEAKER: flowever, that is the-
position. The Standing Orders provide that
the Speaker has a right to admit visitors in
the floor of the House. I do not think that
has been abused since the House has been iii
existence. I granted that privilege to ladies
on the opening (lay of the present session
which was, I thinkil, the only time such a re-
quest was made. The galleries were packed
on the opening (lay, and very m'any ladies
"-ho could not get into the galleries were
anxious to hear the member for West Perth
(Mirs. Cowan) move the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

The Minister for 'Mines: It resulted in no
harmn on the opening dlay.

Mr. SPEAKER: I told the member for
West Perth that unless the House decided
otherwise, the Speaker's gallery would be
open. The House has a right to take from
the Speaker the privileges which it has given
to him, including control over the gallery.
If the lhouse desires to give me, as Speaker,
the Speaker's gallery with restrictions, I
maintain it is no longer the Speaker's
gallery. As for the ladies' gallery, I am of
opinion that the majority of ladies would
prefer sitting in that gallery by themnselves.
However, if it is the wish of the House, the
galleries can be made common. If the "'o-
tion is carried, the Speaker's gallery wvill be
a public gallery for men and for women.

Amendment put and passed.
The 'Minister for 'Mines: I an, not

sure that uder the amendment the ladies'
gallery will still be reserved to them. If itot,
I will have to move a furth~er amndnment, as
for instance, the inclusion of the words
''nith the exception of the ladies' gallery.''

'Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the mo-
tion as amended will leave the ladies' gallery
r-eserved to ladies.

.t O'Log-hlen: Yes, under the amendment
the w-omen can go anywhere, but the men
cannot go into the women 's gallery.

Mr. John~ston; If we strike out the words
'as well as to men,'' it will extend to women

the right to enter all galleries, and will re-
serve to them their own gallery.

Mr. SPEAKER: No, that amendment
would reserve the Speaker's gallery exclu-
sively to women.

Question as amen-ded put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
N' ces

-. - - - 23
- .- . - - 16

Majority for

100s
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AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. McCallmm
Mr. Carter Mr. Mends
Mr. Collier Mr. Richardson
Mr. Gerbor Mr. Scaddan
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Simons
Mr. Davies Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnston. Mr. Underwood
Mr. -Lambert Mr. Walker
Mr. H, K. MaleY Mr. Wilicock
Mr. 'Mann Mr. &'Lghlen
Air, Marshall (ev.

Ness.
i]r. Aogwla Mr. Latham

Mr. Boyland Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Chiesson Mr. Fiesse
Mr. Denton Mr. Sampson
Mir. Durack Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Gibson Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hlclunutt Ni. Mullany

(Teller.)

Question thus passed.

-Mr. STUBBS: What is thle positionl n'Owq
There appears to be a misunderstanding. Is
the ladies' gallery now to be open to men
as well as to women?

Members: No! no!
Mr. STUJBBS; I should like a ruling from

the Speaker.
Mr. SPEAKER: Some lion. members seem

t.) think that all galleries are now open to
ladies, while the ladies' gallery is Still re-
served to ladies only. I interpret thme reso-
lution as meaning that the galleries are open
to mna as well as to women. However, I
cannot allow any debate. Homi. members can
think the matter over and see me in mny room
at the tea adjournment.

Mr. Troy: The motion eon bo further
amended.

Mr. SPEAKER: But not now. Since it
has been carried, it cannot be further dealt
with to-day. It can only be amended' by a
separate motion, of which notice mast be
given.

MOTTON-FOHESTS ACT AND
MILLARS' COMPANY.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from time 7th September,
on the following motion by 'Mr. Pickering:-
That a select coummittee be appointed to in-
quire into-i, The working of the Forests
Act of 1918 generally. 2, The financial
clauses of the Act aid their operation. 5,
The extensions of 'Millars' Timber and Trad-
ing Company's leases and concessions, and to
report with recommendations to the House.

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [6.0] -I have no objection to
the fullest possible inquiry. I am per-
fectly willing that the motion should be
carried subject to a slight amendment. The

inquiry shouild be full and the evidence taken
before the inquiry should be onl oath. The
investigation will extend not Only to the
matters set out in the motion, but w'ill go very
much further. There are many persons inter-
ested in thle forestry business and everyone
should be given an opportunity of coming
before the tribunal. I have no intention of
discussing the Conservator of Forests to-night.
I do not know that any good purpose would
be served by cliscussin the position which has
arisen, except that I have to point out that
as far as Millars' Timber and Trading Com-
pany are concerned, they get a concession
beyond the present term of their ]Lases for
such period as they ceased woark upon certain
of their concessions dluring thle war. For
that extended period they will pay a royalty
of such amiount as the Conservator of Forests
may dc-ide. In other wordls they psy for the
extension of the teniancy of their areas pie-
eisely thle same royalty which would be asked
of Ay other person in like circumstances. I
hope that is clear to hion. members. We arc
giving away nothing at all. It must be re-
menmbered that Millars' have the right, and
tny other man who caires to apply to the
Goverment for an extension of his lease in
accordance with the law also has that right, to
cut timber subject to tie paymnent that is
now required for, the rest of the currency of
the leasc, and, for cutting over any term
beyond the currency of the present lease, thoy
must pay a royalty that any other mnan would
be asked to pay who wanted to lease tiniber
country. No other person would ho req'uired
to pay more than Millars' pay. it is non-
Sense to suggest that a million pounds has
been lost to the State. Whatever we are en-
titled to get for the timiber we shall get from
lvillars' uinder their extended leases. The
House decided that the extension should be
trade and tbnit is the law as it Stands to-day.
We have obeyed the law and agreed to make
the extension. The House must realise that
if Millars' wish, and any other leaseholder
wishes, to cut every stick of timber on their
lease before the old lease expires, they can do
SO.

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: The plant would not enable
them to do that in many cases.

The PREMIER: They can hew timber and
cut it in any way they please. They could, of
course, increase their plant if they have four
years to run as is the case in most instances,
It is, however, ridiculous to expect them to
expend a large sum of money in increasing
their plant when it can only he used for so
short a. time. I hope the Rouse will realise
that we are not losing a brass farthing by
giving this extension, and that it is madie
uinder the law which this House passed quite
recently. The law directs Ministers what to
do and thme Conservator what to do. Acting
tinder the powers conferred upon them by that
Statute, they have extended these leases. I
propose to move an amendment to which the
member for Sussex is agreeable, which, if.
passed, will mean the appointment of a Royal
Commission.
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'Mr. Johnston: I hope the mover of the
motion will be on the Commission.

The PREMIER: The Commission will con-
sist of members of this Chamber and not of
persons outside.

IMr. Johnston: And include the member who
brought it forward?

The PREMIER: Perhaps the hon. member
who has just interjected would like to serve
oni it.

Mr. Johnston: I am net anxious to.
The PREMIER: I move an amendment-

That the words "select committee"- be
struck out and ''in the opno ftis
Rouse a Royal Commission should"t be in-
sertedI in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

MNr. PICKERING (Sussex-in reply)
[6.121: I cannot allow the umotion as
amended to pass without replying fo certain
statements which l ave been mode in the
course of the debate. One of the most seri-
ous thiugs which have been maid was said by
the Mfinister for Forests. He said-

I am af raid that if eve- a mrember had a
brief the member f or Sussex holds it, and
in my dpinion it would be very unfair to
the public, to the department, and to Par-
liament that any committee of the nature
suggested by him should inquire on this
basis.

I feel that is a reflection not only upon me
as a member, but upon any other member
of the Assembly who might he selected by
the House to inquire into this particular
matter. I had the distinction of being a
member of this Assembly in 1919 when the
Forests Bill was passed and became law. 1.
gave considerable attention to it when it was
going through. I have since peruspd "'Han-
sard" dealing with the debates bearing
upon that measure. It is because I believe
the Bill was framted with the intention of
giving to the State a sound forests policy
that I have taken action during this
Parliament. Instead of this being a refle-
tion upon me, as suggested by the Minister
f or Forests, it should redound to my credit
thait I have thought so much of the forests
of the State as to desire a thorough investi-
gntion into the position as it stands to-day.That, and not the basis suggested by thle
Minister for Forests, is what actuated mne in
bringing forward this motion. We heard
,Inst night the member for Nelson saying
that the Conservator of Forests was a dicta-
tor. The bon. member advocated the
destruction of the forests.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss the speeches delivered last
night. He should reply to the discussion
on this motion.

'Mr. PICKERING:- In the course of the
debates which have taken place certain re-
marks were made which deal very parti-
cularly with the motion we are discussing.
The other day the member for Forrest (Mr.

o 'Loghlen) took the opportunity, on a m otion
of a somewhat similar nature, of expressing
his views on this Act. There was no doubt
about that from the tone of his remarks.
Members who have spoken with regard to
the forest policy of tile State said they are
i symupathy with suceh a policy for Western
Australia upon certain condit ions, and upon
the understanding that it did not conflict
with the interests of any particular meulber.

Mr, 0 'Loghlen: You are wrong.
Mr. PICKERING: It is so. Soume of the

objections raised by the various members, in
this House

Mr. SPEAKER:- I had better put the lion.
member right. On this motion moved by the
member for Sussex, the member for East
Perth and the member for Bunbury, as well
as the Premier, have spoken, and now the
member for Sussex is replying. The hon.
member must, therefore, confine himself to
the debate on this motion.

Mr. PICKERNG: Some of the olijetetious
to the forest policy of the State, illustrared
by various members who have spoken, would
mean the cessation of a forest iolier for

Western Australia. There are perhaps sonme
members who think that the dig-nity of Par-
liament is the prime factor in this State.
Members have advocated the keeping of a
contract as of greater import than the con-
servation of our forests. Everything else
appears to be of in ore importance to them
than our duty to posterity. If we are to
proceed with the destruction of our forests
on lines advocated by members-

Hon. W, C. Anwi: Do you advocate
the breaking of contracts?

Mr. PICKERING: I would advocate the
conservation of our forests in the face, of
any contract, because F realise the vast hei-
portance they are to the State. 'Without a
proper forest conservation policy this State
is doomed. It is absolutely- essential that
Western Australia should realise what the
forest policy of to-day will mean for the
future. W'*e are not always going to be a
population of 3310,000, but I hope we shall
later on have a population here of from
three to four millions. If we base our forest
policy on a population of -330.000 people wve
arc working on wrong premises. The forest
policy of the State should provide for, mil-
lions and not for thousands or hundreds; of
thous9ands of people.

Mr. Johnston: Are we not losing the Con-
servator?

Mr. PICKERTNG: T am not aware of
that. Although I aml supposed to know every-
thing about him I do not know if there is
any truth in the statement that the Conser-
vator is leaving the State. Tf it is a fact
it will mean a great loss to Western Austra-
lia.

Mr, J. IT. Smith: Which member advo-
cated the destruction of our forests?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pa.
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Mr. PNOKYRING: Prior to the tea ad-
journment I was endeavouring to deal with
some of the objections to our forest policy.
One of the objections to the measure we
passed was the amount of the finances which
were made available to the Conservator.
It may be of interest to members to
know that in Germany, prior to th.
war, the sum spent on the forests was
five million pounds per annuim, and
the annual return from the forests was
21 million pounds gross, or a net profit

onl the expenditure of 16 million pounds.
That naturally means a big sphere for em-
ploynment among the people in Germany. I
have claitned many times that this particular
phase of the question should be gone into.
From this aspect alone, if the money avail-
able were properly expended, the sphere of
employment for people would be consider-
able, and would be such a sphere of employ-
metnt as; would be acceptable to those taking
it up, because the life of a forester is not
a hard one, and it is certainly east ixj
a pleasant environment. Another objection
to the Act has been the freedom of thd
Conservator from political control.

IMr. SPEAKER: Order! Is the lion, memn-
ber replying to his motion or to the amend-
mient?

Mr. PICKERING: I am replying to ob-
jections to my) arguments.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member re-
plying to his motion or is hie discussing the
amendment?

The Minister for Mines: The amendment
has been carried.

The SPEAKER: Is the hall. member re-
plying to [his motion1 ?

Mr. PICKERING: I am1 speaking to the
motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then there can be no dis-
cussion on the Act. The hon, member can
only speak in reply on lhisimotion. He is not
in order fin discussing the Act.

Mr. PICKERING: I am speaking upon the
arguments that have been raised against my
motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: There have been no argu-.
mnents advanced to which the lion. member is
replying. He is discussing the Act.

Mr. PICKERING: I am replying to the
arguments advanced against my motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Who put up the argu-
aments?

Mr. PICKERING: I put up arguments.
Mr. SPEAKER: Is the bon. member reply-

ing to his own arguments?
Mr. PICKERING: I ai replying more

particularly to the arguments advanced
against those which I placed before members.

Mr. SPEAKER: By whom were those argul.
nients advanced?

Mr. PICKERING: By thle Premier and
several members who spoke on it.

Mr. SPEARER: No, not on this motion.
The only members who spoke on the motion
in addition to the hon. member himself were
the member for East Perth and the member
for Dunbury. The lion. member is confusing

[36]

the motion under disculssion with the next
motion on the Notice Paper, which also stands
in his name.

Mr. PICKERING: I am at least trying to
justify the carrying of the motion in favour
of the appointment of a Royal commission.
I wvant the constitution of that Royal Com-
mission to be on such lines as will maintain
a proper forestry policy for Western Austra-
lia. I do not think 1 am likely to induce
members to take that Point of view unless I
put forward arguments in support of thle
proposition. In the course of discussions
which have taken place in this House,several members have dealt with this
question. I do not wish to east any re-
flection upon anyone, but I must say
that consideration was extended to them
and particularly to the nmember for Forrest
(Mr. O'Loghlen) and the Minister for Mines,
nwIo were given considerable latitude in
speaking oin matters included in this motion.
It is not my purpose to deal very extensively
with this subject because the Premier has
agreed to the appointment of a Royal Corn-
mission, but I am anxious that thle Commias-
sion shall be one which is likely to do justice
to *estern Australia, [ do not desire the
Commission to he one that will see only one
Point of view. Unlike the Minister for 'Mines,
I do not agree that anyone appointed to a
seat On any select committee shold]( have no
Point of view Ott the subject to be investi-
gated. No member has taken a seat upon any
select committee who has not been Prejudiced
from one standpoint or another.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I remind the boa,.
member that the Mfinister for Mines did not
speak on this fmotion? The lion. member is
confusing the motion before the Chamber
with the s ucceeding one which also stands in
his name.

-Mr. PICKERING: I am very sincere in
my desire that the members of the Royal
Comlmission who are to be appointed shall
be men who will see that justice is done to
the interests of Western Australia. I do not
w-ant them to take into consideration the in-
terests of any company, local or foreign. All
I want to see is that a forest Policy for
Western Australia is maintained for all time.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Do y-ou suggest that any
Oniuber of this Chamber would subordinate
the interests of the country to those of a
company?

Mr. PICKERING: It has been snggestedl
that I am so biassed and unfair that I could
no t be appointed to the select committee.

M r. 0 'LoL'hlen: W11o suggested that?
Mr. PICKERING: It has been suggested.
Mr. SPEAKER: N ot onl this moition.
'Mr. PICKERING: I am, nlot allowed to

i-cad ''Hansard"' or I w'ould show You, Mr.
Speaker, what I mean.

M r. SPEARER: I an, desirous of confin-
ing the hen, member to the discussion of his
motion.

Mr. PICKERING: I alm endeavoutring to
advocate that the Royal Commission to be ap-
pointed will be such aie will conserve the best
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interests of Western Australia, and if mem-
bers of this Chamber abuse their privil-
eges

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I am the judge
of whether the privileges of the Rouse are
abused or not.

Mr. 0 'Loghien:. You have spoken on
several mo1tions.

Mr. PICKERING: I do Dot know-
'Mr. SPEAKER: Thle hon. member must

confine himself to the motion. The next
motion also stands in the bon. member's
name and he must not encroach upon that
motion at this stage.

Mr. PICKERING: The motion as amended
says that a Royal Commission should be
appointed to inquire into the working of
the Forests Act of 1918 generally. I am en-
dcavouring to discuss that aspect but I am
called to order.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not called to
order. 1 have drawn the lion. member's
attention to his references to the remarks
of members which were not made onl this
motion but on the other motion.

Mr. PICKERING: The motion goes on to
rcfer to an inquiry into the financial clauses
of the Act and their operation and also ?#to
the extensions of 'Millars' iTimber Ind
Trading Coy. 's leases and concessions. I
do not intend to refer at great length to
this particular subject but, seeing that I
ain debarred from, expressing my views in
any other way, I must deal with them so as
to impress members with the importance of
thle matter, as I view it. The financial sec-
tions of the Act provide for the future
development of our forests and I am of
opinion that any undue interference with
thle finance sections of the Act will militate
against thle interests of the forests of West-
ern Australia.

Mr. 0'Loghleu: Is it proposed?
Mr. PICKERING: I am not permitted to

say that it is proposed hut hon. members
ca .n cast their minds back to the Address-
in-reply when the Premier made certain
allusions to this matter. Regarding the ex-
tension of the leases to Afillars' Timber and
Trading Coy.. I any not permitted to deal
with the remarks made by another hon.
member when dliscussing another mnotion,
hut I vonsidler the greatest importance to
this mtate is not %fillars* concession, nor
tl'e oronression belonginig to anY other per-
son, but the forest policy of this State. I
plae that before the interests of any con-
ession or contract.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Do you think others are
forgetting to do so?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know, but
meumbers must protect the interests of the
Stnte. Neither -Millars nor any other saw-
millers, whose interests conflict with those
of nur forests, should be allowed to take
undue advantage of our Conservator of
Forests. Regarding the forests of this State,
it is time a serious view of the position
wals taken, particularly when we see these
people combined to take that undue ad-

vantage of the Conservator, which.S have
referred to.

M r. O'Logblen: What evidence have you
of that combined action?

Mr. PICKERING: There was the deputa-
tion to the Minister recently.

Mr. Q'Loghlen: When they asked for a.
reduction in the royalty?

Mr. PICKERING : Yes; wheni AMars
were paying a royalty of'7d. a load for
their timber as against 6s. royalty paid by
others. The member for Forrest kmows
that the payment of a royalty of 7d. per
load by Millars, when other persons inter-
ested are paying a much higher royalty, is
viewred with a sense of injustice by others.
They should be reqnired to pay a royalty
more in conformity with the values and in
accordance with that paid by other permit
holders.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I suppose, as a member
of the Architects' Association, you put up a
fight for other architects' interests from
time to timeI

Mr. PICKERING: I will put up a fight
irk their interests when occasion arises.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I am alluding to the
architects as an association putting up a
fight.

Mr. PICKERING: We have no associa-
tion; we hnve an institute.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You will understand that
the members are part and parcel of an
association.

Mr. PICKERING: We take no undue
advantage of each other as architects. I1
contend that Millars have secured their ex-
tension under the provisions of the Act and
that that extension is not right. No one
will contend that Millers suffered during
the war to any greater extent than other
people in Western Australia and yet the
Government, under the section giving them
the option of saying which course should be
followed, have seen. fit to grant the exten-
sion of the leases to Mfillars and so plae
them in a favourable position. That means
a very large loss to the State, a loss of
money which should have been paid as
royalty instead of the rents they are pay-
ing to-day and during the time thme leases
were operating.

The Minister for Works: Do you say the
Government have gone beyond the powers
un der thle Act?

Mr. PICKERING: I say the Government
had the right to exercise the choice between
the two sections in the Act and the Gov-
erment chose the course which I say
placed Mfillars in a very favourable posi-
tion. I was discussing the matter a few
days ago with the former Minister for
Forests who was responsible for the Forests
Act passing through Parliament. He told
me that he was of the opinion that the
forest policy of this State was dloomed. I
said T agreed with him but I could. not
understand how he, who had the interests
of the State at heart, and who had placed
such an excellent measure upon the statute-
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book, which mlelsure be had introduced
with such anl able speech, could have defeated
thle whole aini and( object of the Act 1)7 in-
eluding such a section as included thle provi-
sion for thle extension of concessions anti
leases onl lines opposed to the whole spirit
of the Act andi in direct conflict with thle
tenor of his speech.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: What was his reply?
Mr. PIUKERING: He said he agreed with

tl; hie could not do anything else. There
has been too much worry about thle dignity
of Parliament in connection with this matter.
Let us think rather of posterity. What will
the people of, say, 9U21 think of our dignity?
How will it worry them? It does not give
us any sore head or worry as to what the
people of 2021 will think of us. What wilt
worry them will be the loss of their forests.
Ott the other hand, if the people of 1821 hadt
taken such anl action as I have referred to,
auid adversely affected us at the present day,
it Would be a source of concern for us in
these timtes. We should not see posterity
robbed of its forest heritage. It lias been
said that those whom the Gods would destroy,
they first make mad.

Member: You think everyone has done so
except yourself.

Mr. PICKERING: I consider that in this
mnatter there has been a conspiracy among
miembers; of this Chamber. I assure hon.
members that in spite of what -has been said
ini the House, thle information I have uised
has been obtained by my owII efforts. I1 have
got it front as umany sources as possible and
nothing has come fronm the Conservator. I
have not spoken as the mouthpiece of the
Conservator; f have spoken for the benefit
of future generations, andI I hope lion. mem-
bers will not attribute to me base and ulterior
motives which have been attributed to other
members of tlis Assembly. It has been said
that members are tired of my motions for
the appointmient of select committees. I
have only moved two ,notions for select coin-
inittees since I haove been -a member of this
Chamber. The raenther for Forrest in sec-
onding the motion lnst Wednesday used n ords
which I think did hint very little creflit in
that direction. He said thnt the House wats
tired of my mnotions for the appuintmtent ot
sel ect commtittees.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Thle motion was oit the
point of lapsing.-

Mr. JPICKERiNG'(: It was not.
Mr. Willeock: Nobody secondled it.
'Mr. PrCKERING: AnyhrlowV it was8 quite!

unnecessary for tile lion. ieinber to make
that reniark.

M4r, SPEAKER: Thle hoa. nmentber for
Forrest did not address hiniself to this sub-
ject.

Mr. PICKERING: so r undersRtaiid.
Mr. Lanibert: You do understand somne-

thing.
Mr, PICKERING: Yes, and in that re-

spect I have anl advantage over the hion. mem-
ber. I have agreed to the amiendhient to te
motion I moved, and I trust the Houise wvill

accept it. If we wvant thle State to have a
proper forestry policy, that policy must lio
free front political control. I trust also that
the Act which has been placed on tile Statute
Rook will iiot be so mutilated tlint the State
will lose control of its forest policy.

Question, as aimended, put and passed.

BILL-CRIMINAL CODE
AMNEND MEN T,

secondt Reading.

Debate resunied from 14th September.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
F. T. JBroun-Beverley) [7.53]: 1 take it
tltat the object the lioni. nicntber has iii prie-
seating this Bill to the hlouse is to legalise
lotteries for the purpose of raising mkoney
for charity. In thle past different Govern-
Mieats have granted perumits to various bodies
to conduct lotteries, p~rovided the object of
tltose lotteries was to raise funds for chiarit-
able purposes, altionuit tinder the Criminal
Code it was an offence to coaduct such lot-
teries The present Uovcrninent have nterely
followed tile practice which has been adopted
in this respect for a considerable time past.
It was considereil that a hardship would ho
iiiflicted in certaini cases if the required l'er-
mission was not given. Thle Government
have been caused a good deal of trouble and
difficulty ill votittection with thle granlting
of these perimits4 because other ol-ganiisations
have contlc niotng and elaimleti that they too
were entitled to consideration similar to that
granted to religious bodies. The Hill covers a
very wide range. Persoitally 1. ant oppoosed to
lotteries being made legal- Thte present
Act prohibits the conduct of lotteries
of all descriptions. I have noticed front
time to tiute in lplaces where the lot-
teries have hbeen conducted by permtission a
number of children have contgregnted arotund
spinning jinnies or wheels. I am of
opinion that tlte effect onl the youth
cannot be goodl. I take it that in
connection with the prev-eation of tile
eonduct of those lotteries, a principle is in-
volved, and if we are to permiit lotteries to
be conducted for charitable purposes we at
once do away with that priniple. If it is
right for us to allow lotteries to boeacrried
onl for charity it must lie right also for uts to
allow the lotteries to he carried oii for auv
other purpose.

Mr. Willenek: Ohl, no.
The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: If it i

right in one iitstnee it iiiist be right itt an-
other. At any rate that is my oIpiniion, anal
tile Houtse will have '111 opportniiity lion- that
the Bill is beiitg consider-ed, of saving
whether lotteries should or should not bo
legalised so far as charities are concernedl.
I wisht the House to reineniber that if thio
Bill is carried it will give the MVinister coit-
trolling thle Act power to issue pcriiits for
lotteries for charitable purposes, hut tlint
if it is not carried it will amount to a diree-

1013



1014 ASSEMBLY.)

tion that no permit whatever is to be given
at any time for a lottery, whether that lot-
tery be for a charitable or for any other
purpose.

Mr. Clydesdale: What is to become of the
charitable institutions?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I know
that a great number of charitable institu-
tions will find it difficult to raise money.
Some of the charities have raised large sums
of money every year by being permitted to
carry on these lotteries. Quite a number at
other people come along and say that they7
want to run a lottery for a certain pur-
poe and that after having been given tper-
mission, we discover the fnct that the lottery
was not conductedI for charity, but thnt it
was run for personal gain. WVe grant per-
mits provided there is no question of personal
gain. If the praetice we have carried on
in the past is to continue, well and good;
permits can be issed as before. I suggest
to the hon. member who introduced
this Bill, that instead of providing that
these lotteries be permitted for charit-
able objects he should alter it to read
that the permits may be issued for "any
worthy object" If he were to do that the
Minister would not have any serious objec-
tion to granting a permit, provided, of
course, there was no question of personal
gain. However, I intend to oppose the Bill,
bicass T have noticed, on going into dif-
ferent places, the ex-il I have described, so
far as children are concerned.

Mr. Latham: Do you agree that we should
continue to permit money to be sent out of
the State?

The COLONIAL SECRETAIRY: Tatter-
sail's sweeps are an entirely different thing.
I am referring particularly to that form of
gambling which is watched by the children,
and who grow excited over the prospects or
winning perhaps 59. for 1S. or 91 for 5s.
That is where the evil comes in.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is a lot to excite
Australians!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
the position, and it is left for the House to
decide. If the Rloure ,ecide9 to eariy this
amending Bill and to pormit lolterics for
charitable purposes, wel l and good.

Mr. WILLOOCK (Osraidton) [8.01: 1 sup-
port the Bill. I do not see any otlier miethod
of running our charitable and worthy insti-
tutions than by giving them means of rais-
ing money. There are nauv institutions in
the State which should be financed by the
State, hut owing to the financial position,
these resn"on sibil ities have been taken over by
other people, and it is a niatcr of obtaining
sufficient money to keep them .'oing. In the
circumstances Wve must provide means to
raise sufficient funds to fulfil the purposes
for which these institutions exist. 'There qre
many desirable objects, for the attainment
of which people band themselves together,
but unless they run fairs or entertainments,
they are not likely to raise sufficient funds.

Particularly is this so when the amount re-
quired is considerable. In (iemaldton we have
a very floe soldiers' institute. The Premier
was there lnst week and was very pleased wvith
it. The member for Moore and other niem-
hers who have been. there know it is a very
fine institution for the purpose for Which it
was created. The building cost £4,000 01
£5,0010. It is uaed as a club and to give meals
to soldiers, and can be availed of by soldiers
for hundreds of miles around. Sonmc times 40
or 50 soldiers are there together, and great
use is made of the building. Unfortunately,
wve have succeeded in payingr off only about
£2,000. The Government were approached,
but the reply was, "'Your object is absolutely
worthy. We' would be very glad if it were
possible to assist you in such a laudable ob-
ject, but we cannot do so.''

The Colonial Secretary: That would be a
worthy object, not a charitable object.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the 'Minister is op-
posing the Bill altogether. If lie had his way,
hie would not give these people an opportun-
ity to run lotteries to liquidate the debt.
There is a, debt of about £C2,000. Last year
we held a series of public entertainments and
raised about £200, and that was the most we
could do after resorting to all sorts of diffe-r-
ent amiauseents. That amount was only about
sLufficient to pay the interest for one year.
The people of the district and the soldiers
want to get the balance paid off, and they
consider that if they were given permission to
run lotteries, they would eventually he able
to clear the debt and the building would he
there for the soldiers for all time. 'We have
asked different people to suggest means for
raising the necessary money and the only way
seems to be by means of fairs or lotteries.
The member for ('ue ('Mr. Chesson) was talk-
ing to-day about selling tickets to raise money
for the working expenses of the Cue hospital.
If the State were in a financial position to
give assistance to this institution, it would do,
so. Owing to the financial position of the
State, it is impossible to get a subsidy for
this hospital. Entertaiinments with which are
arsociated sonic lotteries are of no great harm
in a case like this, and the ultimate good is
undoubtedly considerable. I awn not what is
termed a ivowser. There might be some little
harmn in instances. if people were given un-
bridled licnse to do as they wished, but I do
not think that the harmu in this t-onneetion is
sufficient to coGunteract the ultimate advanL-
tages which would accrue to many of the
worthy objects now in need of funds. Per-
mission has hbeen given in some instances
during the past 12 or 1S mouths for lotteries
to be held, and n-c recognise that the time has
come when the House and not the Minister
should take the rvsponsibilit;-. Personally, T
am prepared to take the responsibility by
supporting a measure of this description. It
is unfair to expect the Minister to accept a.
responsibility which is in -onfliet with the
spirit of the Act. With the 'Minister I think
that we should specify ''worthy" objecti
instead of "haitale object. "'Chari-
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table'' is very difficult to define whereas, if
we stipulate "worthy'' object, the Minister
would have no difficulty to decide. I doubt
whether the hospital at Cue would come under
thle definition of charitable object.

The Colonial Secretary: The raising of the
money for the halt you mentioned would not.

Mr. WVILLOOCK. Quite so; the soldiers
and the pvoplle connetted with the hail would
resent it if it were terifed a charitable "nti-
tiltioa,. r support the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.8] I
Was5 l(lsed to hear the suggestion from
the Minister charged with thle administra-
tion of the Act that he desires a wider
interpretation of the clause giving permis-
sion for certain lotteries to be run. How-
ever disagreeable it might be to some mern-
bers to support an amendment of this
description, the times through which we
are passing really demand it. It need not
be considered as a permanent measure.
During the stress of war when money was
required for national defence, for the main-
tenance of soldiers' wives and many other
laudable objects, all sorts of effqrts bad to
be put forth to raise sufficient money. While
under ordinary circumstances many mem-
hers would hesitate to give the Minister
carte blanche to run lotteries for laudable
or worthy object;, under present conditions
there is practically an obligation east upon
us if we desire to keep these institutions
going. The Minister must know that at
the present time Western Australia is
sending a considerable sum of money to
Tasmania, to Queensland and to other places
for legalised lotteries. So long as people
will invest their modest 5s. or 10s. in
lotteries, Western Australia's laudable in-
stitutiuns should have the advantage. Many
members would hesitate under ordinary
conditions to sanction a departure of this
description, hut the obligation is now east
upon us to keel) these established institu-
tions gning and to give those who are pre-
pared in their unselfish way to conduct
these lotteries the opportunity to raisesufficient funds to tide over thle present bad
times. I hope that some discrimination w-ill
be shown. Discrimination is necessary when
it is thle right of the Mi-hister to grant or
veto tile running of lotteries by betting
houses and similar institutions. T know of
instances which I need not particularise of
certain betting houses being prepared to
conduct lotteries, probably for laudabl*-
objects, and the men associated with them
are decent and worthy men, but I do0 not
think these people should receive the right
to conduct lotteries. There are many other
organisations such as the Ugly Men's
Association which have done a considerable
amount of good inl this State, and I do not
think they have done any very great harm
even if they have run "get-rich-quick''
concerns or spinning jennies or something
of that kind. The Minister in his desire to
protect the youth of the community need

not fear the evil influence of running an
innocent spinning jenny. This sort of thing
would not be desirable if we could do with-
out it. There are many things which are
not desirable in our present economic and
social system suchi as gambling and drink.
It would be bettei' if these things were un-
known to civilisation, but they are with
us and probably will remain for all time.
While to some extent I regret the necessity
for the amendment, I hope it will take such
a form as will enable the Minister to give
it the broadest and most comimonsense
application. I have no fear as to the 'Min-
ister exercising his discretion with regard
to what is a worthy object, but I hope he
will not be cramped in his interpretation as
to what a laudable or worthy object is. If
he has the right to exercise his discretion-
ary power with regard to anything that has
for its object the promotion of the happi-
ness, well-being and care 'of the sick, I hope
it will receive his favourable consideration.
I do hope that if Section 21.2 of the
Qriminal Code is'amended, the Minister will
not permit people who run betting shops in
thle main streets to conduct lotteries. I
trust some endeavour will be made also to
curtail the amount of money which goes out
of the State every year to the East for
sweeps. T am indiscreet enough to spend a
modest 5s., or sometimes 10s., by way of
investment in a lottery. In doing it I have
no idea that such an action hurts me or
anyone else. I should be glad to spend a
few shillings every week in that way if
charitable purposes were incidentally fur-
thered by my doiag so. The time has
arrived for a broad review of this import-
ant subject, a review bringing into im-
mediate focus all the plain, everyday facts.
At present thousands of pounds are going
out of Western Australia, from which money
the State derives no corresponding advant-
age. The Commnnowealth Government,
while they have made a sort of display of
putting down the conduct of lotteries-
without, however, having in fact attempted
to do it in a practical way-derive a great
deal of revenue from that expenditure.
flaring fobussed commousease upon the ex-
perience we hav-e had and are having of
thusands of pounds going year by year
from this State to the Eastern States for
lotteries, I Say the timee has come for us to
conclude that we should be justified in seek-
ing all the revenue we can out of money
destined for lotteries, seeking it for the
benefit of charitable and other laudable
objects. T shall be pleased to support the
second reading, subject to an understand-
ing that the Bill, if passed, would have a
wider meaning and a wider interpretation.
Otherwise I can hardly support the measure.
I agree with the member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Boyland) and the Colonial Secretary
that, while ao harmn can possibly result
from the Bill, a great deal of good may
spring from it under present conditions by
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reason of its leading to the conduct of
lotteries on' decent lines.

'Mrs, COWAN (West Perth) j8.191:
feel that I cannot support the second read-
lag of the Bill, We ought not to get down
to such a low level that we can take care at
our poor and our sick and our wounded sol-
diers1 and our children who need sirI only
by offering a quid pro quo in thle shape of
gambling. I cannot believe that our spirit
of humanity has fallen so low. Surely taxa-
tion is the right method of providing money
for these objects. I amn here to stand for
that. I contend that the needs of sickness,
the needs of Poverty, anld the needs of our
wounded soldiers should be met either by
direct gi-ing or by direct taxation. I hare
listened to the Colonial Secretary, and I
know from past experience, from what one
sees of children with whom one is brought
into contact, that the gambling methods
wlfich the Bill proposes to legalise are very
deleterious. One does not want to see gambl-
ing, either at bazaars or in any other plact,
extended further by Act of Parliament.
Personally, if I were only earning 5is. a
week I would rather contribute in taxation a
few pence from that pittance than see chari-
table institutions obliged to dlepend for aid
onl gambling pursuits, the wherewithal being
Obtainedi at the price of a quid pro quo in
the shape of excitement or the chance of
winning a large sum of money. In contri-
buting a few pence weely under such cir-
cumstances, I should feel that I was doing
more for charity than people who contri-
buted pounds in that direction through the
mnedium of gambling. I have here a note
from the Chbild Welfare Committee which
mect last week. ft was a large conference,
at which religious, educational, municipal,
and social bodies were represented;' and thle
conference passed thie following resolution:-

That this eon fereince condemns the Bill
before Parliament seeking to legalise lot-
teries for charitable purposes.

That resolution was passed on Wednesday,
-the 21st inst.

Mr. Lathamn: Some members of that coil-
ference were unpatriotic enough to remain
sitting downi while the -National Anthem was
being plnYed.

'Mrs. UOWAN: They may have contributed
to funds for the benefit of sick and wouindedl
soldiers, all thle same. Their e-onvuet in
the respect referred to does not make any
difference to the principle of this 3ill. (Cer.
tainly we should make it illegal to have
children take any part in lotteries. When
young people reach the age of 21 years, they
can have the right to decide the gambling

-question for themiselves. I quite realiste the
object of the sponsor of thle Bill; I folly
acknowledge that he wishes to do good.
The proposal appeals to one in a specious
manner, holding out the prospect of doing
seine good; but if we have not citizens who

are willing to give either directly or by wi
of taqxationl what it is a duty to give, w(
shall not improve the position by passing
Bill to permit gambling, and indulgence ii
lotteries.

'.%r. LATHAM (York) [8.22)., 1 suipporl
the second reading. When considering.
question of taxation, we must realise t~n
actual facts. By permitting the raising ol
nmoney for charitable purposes as the Bil
suggests, we shall not hurt anybody, seeing
that thousands upon thousands of pounds arn
going out of Western Australia to other
States for no other purpose than swelliri
the revenues of those States, and partit-ulsr3
the revenue Of oiie State.

Mr. Willeock: And the profits of the pro
prietors of the sweeps.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. I think tlu
member for Kalgoorlie (M.%r. Boyland) haf
acted very sensibly in bringing before thx
House this amiending Bill, which empowere
the Colonial Secretary to permit the raising
of money for charitable and other worthy
purposes by means of lotteries so long as the
money is obtained fromt those who are willing
to pay it. I know very well that if w-e 4le
pended onl voloutary giving to maintain om
hospitals, the patients would often ge
hungry. It is impossible to get the peole
to maintain 'charitable institutions by direct
giving. InI putting onl a charities tax we
should hurt people n-ho -aii ill afford ro lie
hurt.

Mr. Machalum Smith: The people call
afford to pay taxation.

.Mr. LATHAM: The bon. m'ember inter-
jecting knows that taxation gets passed on
inl every instance, passed on until it r-eaches
tine primary piroduceer and the pooor m1ail.
The objection as to encouiraging childIrenl to
gamble, and exciting children by gambling,
does not htold good, because methods can he
adopted of running the lotteries without
children being affected. One result of the
passing of the Bill will be to retain in this
State much money that is now sent East for
investment in lotteries. Let me say that I
am not a believer at all in the spinning-jenny
system; we can go in for a better system of
gambling, itf lion. menmbers insist on the use
of the word '"gambling." I shall s4upport
the Bill, because I consider that the effect uf
passing it will be to maintain worthy institu-
tions without increasing taxation.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanownia) [8.26i1: 1
aml goin~g to support the Bill. I think it
necessary for our honesty that we should dlo
so. It is stupid and uncivilisedl hypocrisy to
prevent lotteries while permittinig Church
bazaar- and thle State totalisator. The
State itself haes ainnitted the prinnilk of
lotteries onl every raeeonrse. We are rai~nw,
fundls, if not exactly swelling ouir fiuaties. by
legalising lotteries at certain spots and at
certain times, and le-gahising them for gain.
The State takes a share in the proceeds, andl
delights when the proceeds aire big, so that
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the Treasurer may derive some substantial
benefit. Can it be said that a thing is moral
in one spot, and immoral in another, under
the samle sun and on the same earth? Is it
the locality that adds virtue or gives the
mnoral aspect? Can it be said that at par-
ticular timtes in the year the thing is moral,
and at other times of the year immoral? The
running of a totalisator is either moral or
ininoral. If it be moral, it is moral at all
times. The particular spot and hour do nIot
make it either moral or immoral. If a thing
is morel in principle, it is right. If it is
inimoral in principle, no one has a right to
give a mionopoly of it either to the State or
to any person or persons for a particular
period of the year. If totalisator gambling
is immoral, then the State itself is a criminal,
and we cannot expect the State to prosecuate,
tinder the Criminal Code, others for doing
that which the State does itself. Such con-
duct would be humbug and hyprocrisy.
'Whilst I thoroughly agree with somne mlemn-
bers who have addressed the Chamber on the
Bill to-nighit, that all our really charitable
institutions should be a matter for State pro-
vision, I say it is absolutely wrong to put
the burden of those institutions onl the few,
and to allow the uncharitable to go without
contributing at all. I ain certainly of
opinlion. that we should by our laws provide
for the necessitous of all kinds, and that
everybody should be compelled to bear his
fair share of the burden. But, unfortunately,
we cannot do that; or we are not doing it.
Indeed, 1 do0 not know how we canl do it,
having regard to the enormous burden of
taxation under which the people are already
staggering, and having regard to the habit
and custom, referred to by previous speakers.
of passing onl the burden, so that ultimately
the necessitous, the struggling, the oppressed,
and the poor have really to carry the burden
all upon their shoulders. Whilst ire are in
our present position, the proposal of this
measure is wviser than the conditions nctually
prevailing. Semi-State institutions, seech as
the Perth Public Hospital, the Chilidren 's
Hospital, the institutions for the blind, in
fact all our charitable institutions, to-day
put young women. upon our public streets
with begging bores in their hands, sticking uip
all passers-by, and almost blackmailing them
by.% charmi and other means into contribntinqv.

.Nrs. Cowan: it is direct giving, all the
Salle.

Hon. T. WALKER:' It is not direct giv-
ing; it is not voluntary giving; it is forced
giving. 'Put a lot of old ugly men on the
streets with those bores, and see what you
will get.

Arrs. Cowan: I do not say that it is the
right way of doing -it.

Hon. T. WALKER: No. It is an abso-
lutely dishonourable way of doing it. It is
an appeal to the sex passions of humanity in
very many instances. It is matking lose of
human weaknesses. These girls, fresh from
school, carrying these boxes and bailing np

young men and offering to put a flower in
their button holes, with a few nice smiles
sand remarks while it is being done-is that
the way to support charity?

MINrs. Cowan: No; we want taxation.
Hon. T. WALKER: Well, we want *to

abolish that, and I submit that this will der
it. What is it you wantI Do you wvish to
crush the betting instinctI You can-
not do it. All life is a gamble, front
beginning to end. Your penny prize
boxes and your Sunday school bazaars are
infinitely worse than the open method, giv-
ing one a chance, The primary producers-~
I am one of them myself-what do they doT
They gamble every year. The member for
West Perth will not deny that it is a legiti-
mate gamnble. They wager against the season
and the rainfall and the unsympathetic
critics of the wheat pool, and all that sort
of thing. All through it is a gamble. I will
undertake to say that the member for West
Perth has her life inlsured.

Mrs. Cowan: No, I have not.
Hon. T. WALKER: Well, I am surprised

to hear that, because of her anticipatory
miad, her desire to provide for the future of
those who are dear to her. However, she
knows good friends of hers who are insured,
and I guarantee she has never attempted to
discourage them. Is not every life insurance
policy in the nature of a wager? It is
admitted lawfully that it is of the chiaracter
of a wager. I have quoted law authorities
on that point in the Rouse before to-
night. Is not every enterprise of ours a
wager? We start a woollen industry; is it
not a wager? Is it not pledging money on
the chance of making more? And, as some-
body interjected, every time we go into an
election, asking the support of our constitu-
ents, are we not running a risk? Is not that
a bet, a wager? Some may lose, some win,
but it is all a wager, a risk. Everything in
life is a risk. Where, then, is the immorality?
Every man in business is wagering his capi-
tal, his talent, and his energies against the
future. What is the idea here? To prevent
this? You cannot stop it. You have tried
to stop it. The State has tried to stop it.
There is as much wagering now as ever be-
fore. The Commonwealth has tried to stop
it; and now the Commonwealth, learning a
little wisdom, is collaring 14 per cent. of it,
sharing the plunder.

Mr. Lathiam: While pretending to stop it.
Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, prosecuting some

persons.
Mrs. Cowan: 'Why not be consistent and

abolish all gambling?
Hon. T. WALIKER: Then wre shall have to

abolish life. We cannot stop gambling.
Every time a nmarriage takes place it is a
wager. It is of no use, therefore, ignoring
the facts. We have to take human nature as
it is. We are not all like Galatea, miade of
marble, but are human creatures with flowing
blood in our veins, and therefore we must

1017



21018 [ASSEMBLY.]

make our laws cognisant of that fact. We
must get down to realities and practical
common sense. This straight-laced morality
of the same kind that used to turn the faces
of the clocks to the wall on a Sunday, used to
prevent the cocks crowing on the Sabbath day
-all that sort of thing may be admirable in
historical books, but it is not practical. We
must come dow-n to human nature. Wagering
is a routine of life, and on that score I am
glad to see it legalised; that is to say, per-
mittetd anti controlled by the law. Because
with the law as it now- stands, we have it
evaded at every possible turn. So we not
only create a crime by our law books,
but we create hypocrisy, we make sneaks
of the community, we drive them into the
dark to do what is not in its nature
dishonorable, what is not in its nature
wrong. We drive them into sneaking so
that they become hypocrites and crawlers
and deceitful creatures at the same time as
they are criminals by our codes. That is
not wise statesmanship or law. Let uts give
in our law hooks full liberty to extend
and utilise all the elements of human nature
with which we are endowed. Let us not
attempt to stop those elemeats, bemunse if we
do it will be like stopping a stream by dam-

-ming it back and so forcing it to cut away
somewhere else. We must have those forces
growing, anti to pretend that this one, which
is' fundamental, is criminal is rank hypocrisy.
There is no crime about it. Tt is done every-
where, and even our parsons-I have seen
them myself-when they desire to add another
story to their steeples, they go around helping
to swvell the little raffle or taking a dip in the
prize bag, with a view to popularising the
function. And all our community are using
these similar forces, and they are winked at
by the authorities, whereas a straight-out
honest desire to further strengthen any good
ainti useful institution in our midst with en
open sweep is tabooed, and if it does not get
the approval of the Colonial Secretary there
is fine or imprisonment for doing a thing
which is permitted, which the State itself
floes through the totalisator. Let uts be men
and women and, recognising facts, shape our
laws accordingly.

Mr. BO YLANDI (Ralgoorlie-i a reply)
[8.40]1: 1 tio not know that I have heard many
arguments against what [ tony term legalising
the lottery for charitable objects or worthy
purposes. The only thing which has been said
was said by the member for West Perth (Mrs.
C~owan), namlely that we have come to a very
low ebb in having to raise money in this3
manner.

Mrs. C'owan: I said that human nature was
comning to a very low ebb.

,Ar. BOYILAND: I have had a good dleal of
experience in raising money for charitable
lnurposes and worthy objects, and I have
always found it is thie same people who con-
tribute over and over again. There is always
the willing horse, the man ever prepared to
give. That has been the unfortunate ex-

perienee of my friends also until, considering
the state of the finances, and that the Go-
vernment cannot help, we would have lotteries
legalised. In moving the second reading I
pointed out that in my electorate we have
what we call the Fresh Air Fund, to help our
little children who live in those hot arid dis-
tricts, and to send them to the coast once a
year. The only way in which we could raise
money for that object this year was by a
sweep. While the sweep was in progress the
police stepped in, but we succeeded in our
object, raising £900 to help the little children
to Buabury, where fresh life "ill be put into
them, I hope we shall never fail to get money
for so good a purpose. We also have the
Children's Hospital, for which Kalgoorlie alit
-Boulder raise £500 per annum. We bare been
up against it front time to time in the raising
of this money, but if the Bill is passed we
shall have no further trouble, seeing that the
people of our community are fond of a little
gamble, especially when it is based on a
worthy object. We also have the benevolent
societies. The premier can tell the House
that hie had to give us money to help tide usa
over our very bad times. With these worthy
objett before us we must raise money by
sonic means or other. I cannot see anything
in this form of raising money that will de-
grade the public in any way. Life itself is a
gamtble. I have two little boys--one aged 10
and the other It. They know nothing about
gamblinig or, indeed, anything of the world,
and yet T frequently hear them arguing one
with the other and one saying that he will bet
the other so and so on a certain issue, Even
the Premier in this House the other day
offered to bet a member across the Chamber
and you, Sir, called him to order and told him
that betting was not allowed in this Chamber.
It seems to be natural to uts, and so long as
the object is a worthy one what is there
against this form of gambling, if it can be
called so? It is for a laudable purpose, to
help our children, and our sick and infirm.
What can be said against it' I was reared
in an atmoesphere of gambling. I travelled
through the west of Queensland which you,
Sir, know well, It was a regular gambling
hiell, It never affected me. If I wanted to
have a gamble now I would have it. Though
I have lived in that atmosphere, it has not
dragged nue down. As a matter of fact, I do
not gamble. A sweep or a lottery, as we pro-
pose it shall be carried out, cannot be haa-nt-
fu1. 1 am sure the 'Minister iii charge will
do his duty, and see that gambling for a
worthy object of this sort will not be abusedl
in any way. During the war we had permis-
sion to run any form of gambling that was
desgired for the benvfit of- our soldiers. Whenx
the war was over this was abolished. If it
was good enough in connection with an object
of that surt then it is good enough in con-
nection with the object I now mention. L
trust the Bill will be passed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Mr. Boytand ill

charge of the Dill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 212:
Mr. WTLLCOCK: I mlove an amend-

met-

That in line 4 of
word ''charitable"'b e
''worthy'' he inserted

the proviso the
stituch out and

in lieu.
Amendment put and paissed, the clause

as amended, agreed to.
Title-agreed -to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

RETURN-PUBLIC SERVICE.
Cost of Holiday and Other Leave.

Debate resumed from 14th September on
the following motion by Mr. A. Thomson:-

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House shlowing-(a) The total cost
to the State for the year ended the 30th
June, 1921, for annual holidays for State
employees (exclusive of thle Railway Do-
pnrtmient); (b) The cost'- for- the same
period for long service leave; (c) The cost
for the same period for sick leave.

to which an amendment hadl been moved by
Mr. McCallum-

That paragraph (a) -be struck out.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning-on amend-ment) [8.55]: 1 hope the amendment will
not be accepted. Perhaps I was unfortunate
in the way in which I framed this motion.
What I really wanted to find nut was the
total amount paid in this connection.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: What was your object
in getting the informationt

Mr. A. THOMSON-I want to know the
total amount paid eacl4 year for annual
leave.

Mr. Carboy: Will the cost of getting out
this return make it worth while?

Mr. A. THOM8ONs. I do not think the
cost will be very great. If the Department
are keeping their books as a private con-
cern would it should be easy to ascertain
w-hat the probable amount is. The informa-
tion will certainly be instructive. We have
heard it said these returns will be, of n
value. I differ from that statement. I have
n desire to take away any of the privileges
which Parliament- or the Public Service Act
has conferred upon civil servants. Seeing
that we have a precedent already laid down,
in that the motion moved by the Leader of
the Op~position for a return in connection
with certain officials was carried, T contend
that my motion should also be carried. I
looked upon it merely as a formal matter,
and I r'egret that the time of the House has
been taken up in debating it.

Amendment put and pawsed.
Question as amended put and negatived.

RET URN-RA IL WAY S--PBIVILEOES
AND FREE PASSES.

Debate resumed from 1.4th S-13tvti1)er or.
the following motion by Mr. A. 'Thowlson-

That a return be laid upon the Table of

th Hous shoing-(a) the cost to the
RailwyDprmn for privilege tickets
for the year ended 30th! June, 1921; (b)
The cost of free passes issued to railway
employees for the same period; (C) The
cost of free Passes over interstate rail-
ways; (d) The cost to the Railway De-
partment for annual holidays for the samel
period; (e) The cost of payment for sick
leave; (f) The Cost of free passes for
members of Parliament.

Mr. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [8.58]: 1
think this motion will meet with the sme
fate as the previous moetion. -Most of
the matters set Out in it haive already
been uinder the jurisdiction of the Ar-
bitration Court. Even if we did find
out the cost it would he very little
satisfaction to us, because we cannot
alter the conditions. The conditions apper-
tabling to the railways have been dealt with,
by tlhe Arbitration Court which has decided
that these conditions should be granted hs
part of the emoluments for work done by
the employees. Whether this will cost a
thousand pounds or a hundred thousand
pounds does not make any difference;, we
have to pay. We cannot alter the conditionslaid down by the Arbitration Court. The
member for South Fremnantle (Mr. Mcai-
him) interjected during the debate that far-
mers' Wives had similar privileges granted
to them, but this was denied by members
on the cross benches.

The Premier: They only have one ticket
a year.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It was denied that
there were any tickets given.

Mr. Ljatham: It is only the ordinary ex-
cursion that they get.y

Mr. WtLOCOCK. The ordinary excursion
which other people living in the country
cannot get.

Mr. Latham: They get it then because it
is their spare time.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The miners' wives at
Mt. 'Magnet or Cue or elsewhere do not get
any such concession.

Mr. Latham: They can avail themselves
of the Christmas and Easter excursions.

Mr. WILLOOCK: That is not so. .The
miner's wife cannot get the concession that
tho farmer's wife can.

Mr. A. Thomson: I admitted that the
farmers' wives get that concession.

Mr. WILLCOCR: Tile bell. member's voice
must have been drowned in the interjections
by other members who denied that they did
get those concessions. I have a letter from
the Commissioner in which he expressed his
regret that he could not grant an extension
of a similar concession to other women. The
letter Is dated from the Commissioner's
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office and was sent to Mr. McCallum at the
Trades Hall. The letter read-

Your letter of the 15th inst. has had the
Commissioner's earnest consideration, bat
he regrets hie cannot extend the concession
to other than farmners' wives.

The Premier: That was because they can
get away during the ordinary excursion
Seasons.

Mr. WJLLICOCX: Not necessarily. It is
.not right to assume that other women can
get away during that season. I an) not say-
ing that it is wrong to grant the concession
to the farmers' wives, but I quote that corn-
munication from the Commissioner to justify
the interjection by the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallumn) which was denied
by members sitting on the cross benches.
The Commissioner says that he cannot grant
an extension of those privileges for appar-
ently grave reasons and the cost which it
represents to the department. That being
so, it ill becomes members of the Country
Party to deny she existence of those privi-
leges.

Hon. T. Walker: I do not gather from
that letter that any concession is given to a
farmer's widow.

Mr. WILLUOCK: What is the world to a
man whose wife is dead? I do not desire to
say anything about the rest of the motion be-
yond remarking that most of the matters in-
diented are decided by the Akrbitration Court
ana embodied in the awards of that tribunal.
Therefore it does not matter whether it costs
a thousand pounds or a million pounds. It is
a matter decided by the courts. It 'is futile
to give a return of the description asked f or,
for it wouldI only he misleading.

H~on. W. 0. AN\UWIN, (North-East Fre-
mantle) 19.3]: It is impossible to get an
accurate return of the nature sought. Any
return which is procured in pursuance of this
motion would only mislead the public.
What is the use of a return unless it is accu-
rate? As the member for Geraldton, (Mr.
Willcocl{) has stated, the first three or four
of these questions have been settled by the
Arbitration. Cotirt. As to the last portion of
the motion dealing with the cost of free
passes for members of Parliament, it is im-
possible to get any information. All that
would happen would he that an official in the
departiment would say that so many passes
had been issued to mnembers of Parliament
and that such passes, if used, would be worth
so much. Mtembhers know, however, that the
passes are not used to the extent that they
are usged, for instance, by n commercial
house. In fact, members .do not use their
passes as imcli u.4 thuey should, and Ithink
the Premier .%ill agree with me in that con-
tention.

Mr. Wiilcoek: At any rate, the Premier
does his fair share.-

The Premier: Members do not see a frac-
tion of the country.

lHon. W. C. A'NGWIN: The fact i4 that
members cannot afford to do so. A return
such as that askedl for, would be useless to
the public and to members of Parliament
because of its inaccuracy.

Hon. T. Walker: It would he misleading.
M.Cro:And expensive.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It would not be
expensive because the department would not
be able to do more than make a guess, say-
ing that so many passes were issued to mem'-
bers of Parliament, that passes issued to
commercial houses were worth so much, and
that therefore the passes issued to members
of Parliament would be worth so much. Re-
garding the payment for sick leave, it is a
matter of impossibility to get information
sought under that head so far as the wages
ulea are concerned. In any case sick leave is
provided for in the award but it does not
cost much for the wages men.

Mr. Davies: There is no sick leave so far
as the wages men are concerned.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The awards of
the Federal Arbitration Court have pro-
vided for sick leave as, for instance, in the
engineers' ease.

Mr. Davies: But that does not affect the
State employees.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is so and, in
addition to that, when a man is ill the men
who are working 6n the job do the absent
man's work as well without any additional
remuneration for the most part. In that
case, there would bo no additional cost at
all. The return would be useless and mis-
leading to the public.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [9.7): 1 do not see
why it should be a matter of impossibility
to get a return such as that sought. I am
surprised to hear an a-Minister of the
Crown say fbat it is impossible to get it.

Hion. T. Walker: lie says that because he
know.

Mr. LATHAM: I am surprised to hear
that statement. It simply lends the House
to believe that the Railway Department
mnust keep their books in an extraordinary
way.

Mr. Wilicock: They cannot say how many
times you travel to York.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not talking about
that aspect so much but I would like to
hare some information about some of these
matters for the benefit of railway men. I
heard an hon. member make a state-ment
that members of Parliament cannot travel
because they cannot afford to dto so,. There
are men iu the railways who cannot'nfford
to use their privilege passes, and those who
are in that position to my mind should r*--
eeive some monetary compensation.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Such compensation
would be charged up as a cost against the
department, but the department would not
know whether the passes were used or not.
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Mr. LATHAM: So far as sick leave is
concerned, I do not know why we should
not be able to get that information. I am
not saying anything against sick leave, be-
cause I think the men are entitled to it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It does not cost
the Railway Department much.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think so, but it
is extraordinary that somne branches in the
public service can have these privileges
and other branches do not get them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :That is another
question.

Mir. LATHAM :At any rate, it is
extraordinary.

Mr. 0 'Loghles': in one case they have a
union and in the other case they have all
assflciation. In the one ease they have their
awards; in the other, they get what they
can.

Mr. LATHAM: It is an unfortunate posi-
tion. Regarding the statement about farm.
era' wives availing themselves of excursions
at Christmas and Easter time, farmers'
wives are fully occupied during that period.
In order that these people should be able to
get away from the country, representation,
were made that the privileges should be
extended to them at excursion rates at more
suitable periods. I think it was the Min-
ister for Mires who was asked for that conl-
cession.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was the Premier
who granted the extension. The Minister
was there and I backed him up.

Mr. LATHAM: The conession was
granted at that time. Instead of first class
fares like some civil servants receive, the
farmers' wives get second class fares, but
their husbands cannot travel on the same
train. That is most extraordinary. Women
availing themselves of the concession along
the agricultural lines are not questioned by
the guards as to whether they are farmers'
wives or not. Therefore, the same privilege
extends to others.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Commissioner will
be glad to hear that.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Ratialming-in reply)
[9.11]: I am surprised at the attitude adopted
by some members in opposing this motion.
The member for North-East }'remantle and
the member -for Oeraldton have stated that
if we secure this return it will not be of any
value.

Honl. W. C. Angivin: It will not ue
accurate.

Mlr. A. THOMSON: If the Railway De-
partmient cannot give an accurate return dleal-
ing with the various matters raised in the
motion, it is time we had a clean sweep
and replaced the officers by men who are
capable of giving this information.

Hion. W. C. Aug-win: No person could give
an accurate return dealing with some of these
items.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The officials can give
us returns for mileage and the amount of

goods and revenue received at the various
railway stations throughout the State, and if
they can do that, surely they can give this
House the information I am asking for.

Mr. Willeock: They know that you are
given a railway pass, but they do not know
whether you travel 10 mjiles or 1,000 miles.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The member for Ger-
aldton hasl stated that these privileges are
gr-anted to the railway employees by the Ar-
bitration Court and are embodied in their
awards. I wish to draw the attention of the
House to the statement made by the Comn-
usissioner of Railways -when the engine-
drivers' ease was before the Arbitration
Court. The Comnnissioner pointed out in
connection with this question that the privi-
leges had been abused, and it was in conse-
quence of his statement that I seek the in-
formation regarding those privileged tickets.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: He would give you a dif-
ferent statement to-day. He was ''scrap.
ping" then.

Mr. A. THOMSON: He stated that people
were using privilege tickets and, as a matter
of fact, during the hearing of that ease be-
fore the Arbitration Court, a certain railway
employee was prosecuted for improperly using
a privilege ticket. I do not want to debar
people in the outside areas from using-these
tickets. It may he information for the House
and the country to know that private citizens
travelling on the suburban railways have to
pay full fares while railway employees use
privilege tickets. While the railway employees
have the right to these privilege tickets, that
was never intended when this matter was in-
troduced. The idea of the privilege tickets
was to allow those people who are compelled
to work in distant parts to get away to the
larger towns to do shopping.

Mr. Willeock: Oh, no.
Mr. A. THOMSON': Oh, yes. It is, of

course, a matter of interpretation.
M r. Willek: There are two different

classes of tickets altogether.
MrT. A. THOMSON: A man went fishing

the other dlay and three railway employees
went as well. They bad first class return
tickets, whereas the other man had to travel
second class.

Hon. T. Walker: They get those tickets
tw ice a year.

Mr. A. THO'MSON: All I can say is that
the mnail travelling in the metropolitan area
is foolish if he uses privilege tickets for
journeys in the suburban area. We should
knowv what this privilege costs. We are en-
titled to the information, and I trust the
House will agree to have it supplied. The
meniber for Oeraldton asked what was the
use of getting information of this descrip-
tion because it would be of no value to the
State. If that is the way the country is to
be administered, well and good. Then it will
not matter whether our deficit increases or
not.

Mr. Wilicock: If you cannot alter the posi-
tion *hy bother?
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Mr. A. THOMSON:- We can alter it.
Mr. Wilieck: The court says yon cannot.
Mr. A. THOM1SON.: The award will not

last for all time. It is quite possible that
these privileges are being abused and that
they are costing the State more money than
they should. The railway men are receiving
practically as much wages, and as a matter
of fact in many eases mare titan is being
received by outside employees.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: The Arbitration Court
decides that, not us.

Mr, A. THOM01SON: True, owing to my
position as a member of Parliament, I have
the privilege of a railway pass, and my Par-
liamentary duties necessitates my travelling
backwards and forwards on the railways. If
any railway man is also travelling backwards
and forwards on official business, he is entitled
to do so.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Do you confine your travel-
liug strictly to your district?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Do you?
Mr. 0 'Logbien:, No, like you, I go to Ger-

aldton sometimes.
Mir, A. THOMSON: The men who are in

the employ of the Railway Department are
assured of their jobs from the beginning to
the cad of the year so long as they carry out
their duties faithfully and welt.

'Mr. 'Corboy: They are being -ret reached
flow.

Mfr. A. THOMNSON: I admit a certain num-
ber of men are being retrenched, but most
of them worked from the let January. to the
end of December. Take the position of the
men engaged in the building trade.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What has that to
do with the motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had.
better confine himself to the motion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I want to explain
the motive which prompted me to submit
the motion. The railway men told the Ar-
bitra-tioii Court that the provileges were
of no use to them and then added, ''Do
not take them front us." Howevur, I do not
intend to labour the motion. Since I gave
notice of it I have received a number of
anonymous letters drawing attention to the
privileges enjoyed by members of Parlia-
ment. and also by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. 'It is not my desire to injure any
section of the community, 'nor to curtail
the privileges grantted by the Arbitration
Court to the railway employees, but I main-
tain that in view of the big loss being sus-
tained hy the Railway Department, and also
because of the huge deficit with which wye
are faced, we, as members of Parliament,
have a right to ask for information like
thisq.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: I would vote with
you if you could get the information.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member c-an
take a risk, and if I may be permitted to
repeat what the Premier said a few nights
ago, if the carrying of the motion will not
do any good it will not do any haram. The
carrying of the motion will have the effect

that when the railway employees sue the en-
ormous amount of money which is involved
it will Make them realise that they have a
better job than they think they have.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a. motion to re-
duce wages.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is a brilliant
interjection. Can thie lion, member show mie
in what way the motion suggests the reduction
of wages?

Hon. T. Walker: Your speech has sug-
gested it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I know the hion.
member is a clever juggler of words, but I
defy him to prove that My motion Means
what he suggests.

Hon. T. Walker: I should take that as ai
compliment coming from anybody but you.

Mr. A. TH9OMSON: I submit the motion.
Question put and a division taken, with

the following result:-
Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mir. Angelo
Mr. Boyland
Mr. Brouin
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durackr
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Lathamn
Mr. H. X. Maley

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Chesson

Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corhey
Mr. Daviles
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lamhert
M . Marshall

18
17

1

Afle.
Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Piecse
Mr. Samnpson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. A. Thomnson
Mr. Mullany

(Tezl~r.)

Noss.
Mr. Munie
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. O'Logblen

(TeUer.)

PAIR.
Ayes:- Mr. Johnston. Noes: Mr MeCallum.

Question thus passed.

rThe Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

"MOTION-WHrEAT FOR LOCAL
CONSUMPTION.

Debate resumed from the 21st September
am' the following mnotiosn by Ron. P. Collier-

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should immediately reduce
the price of 9ls. per bushel now being charged
for wheat for local consumption.

The MINSTER FOR AGRTCIJLTUSE
(H-on. H1. K. Maley-Greenough) [9.29]: I
would like to explain to the Leader of tle
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Opposition that when I secured the adjourn-
n'r't of thle debate last Wednesday, I did
so because the Leader of the House was
away, and 1. considered it my duty to ask
for the adjournment on that account. That
was the only reason whly the debate was not
prioceedled with. I agree that the question
has been worn somnewhat threadbare, but
there are one Or two aspects of the case
which I thinkik the House should be ac-
qunainted with. I. wish to correct the Leader
of the Opposition when he stated that it was
the Australian Wheat Board who had de-
cided that thle price of wheat for local con-
sumption should be advalncd to )s. per
hbushel far the whole of the present year. 1
think hie is aware that the Premier anti
representatives of the various State Govern-
ments assembled in conference in Melbourne
in JRanuaflT of this year, when the price was
fixed. The State Governments asked the
Austrafiain Wheat Board to reserve for local
er~nsutaptiou 30 million bushels of wheat,
and if the board retained that quantity
each State undertook to pay whatever was
agreed upon as a fair computation of what
the 1920-21 pool, as a. whole, was expected
to realise, That was the equivalent based
on what London parity was likel 'y to be for
the whole year. Thle .30 million 'bushels of
wheat had to be retained in Australia for
lot-al consuimption, having been bought by
the Govnerunments of the several States. Th'e
propmortion representing Western Australia's
share wavs estimated at about two million
bushqlels. If the Government (letcide to re-
duce. thle price' for local consumption
at the moment, whatever the difference be-
tween the reduced price and the price fixed
might be, it would have to be made good
to the Australian Wheat Board by the
State Government. There is no question
whatever about that. That money, of
course, would naturally have to be found.
b ,y the general taxpayer, who is the con-
sum er,

Capt. Garter: When does the agreement
expire?

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:,
On the 31st December of this year. When
the necessary legislation for the inaugura-
tion of the Sta-te pool is passed, it is quite
1 ussible that a month may be shorn off that
period. Wheat is practically in in Decem-
ber, and so we can expect about a month to
be cut off the period. Under the legislation
we are seeking, the wheat will be charged,
for on the equivalent of London parity.
From the first Wheat Marketing Bill which
was brought down, London parity has been
recognised as the basis. The preamble to
the first Wheat Marketing Act in 1916 sets
out that the scheme was formulated "for:
concerted action by the Governments of
the Commnonwealth amid the (four wheat
producing) States for utilising on a fair
basis the means of transport available, and
for the marketing of the said hart-eat on
behalf of the growers at prices based on
those obtainable on the London wheat

market, with certain deductions." I do
not wish to infer that, because the price
was fixed tot the year 1919-20 and the
farmers got the worst of the deal, and be-
cause the price was fixed for this year. and
the consumer has had the best of the deal,
there is any virtue in prive fixing. Two
wrongs do not make a right. I am not
going to argue on this basis at all, but I do
point out that the average export value of
the wheat for the 1919-20 pool was 10s. per
bushel for the wheat exported, while the
price of wheat for local consumption dur-
ing that year was 79. 8d. per bushel. From
that pooi the producer in Western Austra-lia
will also be victimised by the tact that this
State agreed to supply wheat to New South
Wales, Queensland and Tasmania, and our
proportion of that quantity will be an addi-
tional loss on the producer of this State.

Mr. Troy: Who was responsible for that?
The MIN ISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I

amn not going to. say, but it was the only
possible thing we could do in the circum-
stances. We had the wheat to sell and,
having fixed the price, we could not refuse
to sell at that Price.

Mr. Money: What is the average for this
yearl

The MINISTER FOR AORTCTJLTUTRE:
The estimated net realisation on this Year 'a
pool is approximately 79. 11d.

Capt. Carter: That average of l~s. would
not be net.

The MINISTER FOR AORIC'LTTRE:
That is net to the farmers at thle sidings.

Mr. Tiny: It has not been paid.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

No, because the 1919-20 pool has not been
finalised. The separation of the supplies to
Now South Wales, Queensland and Tas-
mania has 'not yet ta ken place. The 10s.
per bushel was the f.o.b. price realised for
wheat exported. Taking the wheat suppliedl
to New South Wales, Tasmania and Queens-
land: and the wheat used for local consump-
tion. at 7s, 8d. per bushel, it will be seen
that, although that pool has realised on the
export basis 10s. per bushel, these factors
will make a considerable reduction in what
we reckoned the pool was likely to realise.
We have paid already on that pool A. 6d.
per bushel. The position, however, will be
best outlined by reading a statement niarie
by thle Pminci Minister before hie left for
Enlgland. This statement was reported in
the 'Melbourne ''Argus'' of the 2nd April.
He said-

The conference, in fixing the price at
P~s. for home consum01ption, did What thle
subsequent movements of the world's
markets have so far amply' justified. We
have sold overseas a quantity of wheat
~nany times greater than that consumed
here, and we have sold-despite the
recent weakening of .tbe market-these
huge quantities at an, average price well

-over 9s. fto.b. If the market had hard-
ened and the price of wheat had gone

1023
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uip, would anyone have suggested that
the farmer should have the benefit of the
increase? There must be finality in con-
tracts. One party cannot take all the
risks and thle other all the advantages.
Tile 30 million bushels required for As-
tralian consumption were absolutely with-
drawn front participation in thle overseas
trade. No matter how much tonnage
could be obtained or what price could be
obtained, the farmer could not send these
30 million bushels overseas. Australian,
requirements, very properlyv, were the
first charge upon the crop. In all the cir-
<urnstanees the Australian consumer has
so far nothing to complain of. He still
gets, with the exception of New Zealand,
the cheapest loaf in the world. The farmer
has not exploited him. On the contrary,
lie has received considerably more per
bushel for the wheat he has sold overseas
than he has for wheat sold for borne con-
sumption. If and when the average of
prices received for overseas falls below
9s. a different position may arise, and the
Commonwealth will convene a conference
of State Premiers aud ffkarmcr repre-
sentatives to consider the position as it
then exists.

We have received no representations what-
ever from the Governments of the other
wheat producing States in regard to the
price of wheat for local consumption this
year. In fact, when I was in Melbourne
in June, I had the assurance of the Minister
controlling the wheat scheme in New South
Wales, and thle Minister for Agriculture of
Queensland, that they were entirely satis-
fied with the price of 9s. per bushel fixed
for local consunmption, and they expressed
the opinion with considerable force that the
price of the loaf would not alter to any
material extent by basing it on the figures
of the export of wheat up to that dlate.
These gentlemen are representing Govern-
nients-

'.\r. Troy :Governments like the party
opposite, out to rule the farmers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think I have ever said that.

-Mr. Troy: That applies to your party.
The MIflNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I am prepared to admit that I give everyone
else credit for having as fair a mind as I
have, and as much ability too. A great
amount of ability is displayed by members
sitting opposite. The Government must
oppose this proposal to alter the price of
wheat. It is a contract entered into by the
Governments of the various States an~d, if
we break that contract, the Government of
this State will have to pay the price. We
will have to pay the difference between the
export parity, which is in the neighbour-
hood of 7s., and the 9s. on which the con-
tract was made with the Australian Wheat
Board in order t6 retain this 30 million
bushels of wheat in the Commonwealth for
local] consumption. That wheat has always

been preserved to hand over for gristing,
and it has been stored at the expense of the
producer. It was always a definite reserve
to work on in the even't of a failure of the
succeeding harvest. In the circumstances,
I hope the House will not agree to the
motion. The Government have gone as far
as they possibly can to meet the situation
in regard to all classes of the community
with respect to the Bill1 before the House
to control the next harvest, and, having
done that, I think we can reasonably claim
to have done all we possibly call do. I
repeat that there has been no demand fronm
the Governments of the other States to re-
view the position with regard to the price
of wheat for local consumption this year,
and until such a conference is convened by
the Commonwealth Government, I certainly
do not think it wise for this State to break
away from the contract,

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.43]: 1
have previously stated in this House that
mnore consideration should be given to the.
mpetropolitan area and to the mass of people
generally who make up the local consumers
in the matter of fixiug the price of wheat.
I have pointed out the effect which the firing
of the ce of wheat has had upon my own
electorate in regard to the poultry, dairying
amid pig-raising industries. I have stated Lhat
we produce in thle Osborne Park district over
80 per cent, of the milk supply of the mietro-
potitan area. I canl also state that once upon
a time we were a big poultry-raising district.
To-clay that is not so, for our poultry in-
dustry has practically disaippeared. The
same thing canl be said, in a lesser degree
I will admit, of the pig-raising industry; but
what is true of the Osborne Park district is
also true of practically every other point in
the metropolitan area. I call take Belmont
ad another illustration. In Belmont during
the year 1915 there were 100,000 hlead of
poultry. To-day there are not 5,000 head of
poultry in the whole district. In the past
the poultry and pig raisers have suffered a,
gradual and lately a very sudden decline in
prosperity. There are two or three reasons
for this which seem to nie to be very patent
and apropos of the subject we are discussing
to-night. In the first place, under the ruling
given by Mr. Baxter, when Honorary Minis-
ter for Agriculture, the poultry and pig
raisers of the metropolitan area w~ere niot
looked upon as local consumers. That was
the definite ruling given by him, and is one
which, I think I am right in saying, the
present 'Minister for Agriculture m~aintains.
This has operated greatly to the disadlvantage
of these people.

The Minister for Agriculture: What do
you mean by local consumers?

C'apt. CARTER: The 'Minister wrill under-
stand what I mean directly. In Y4920, when
the world's parity stood at 7s. 8d., dairymen,
poultry raisers and pig raisers were not
looked upon as local consumers. They were
charged up to as high as 1 s, per bushel for
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their wheat. In 1921 when the local price is
9s. a bushel, dd we are selling wheat on the
Continent for 7 s., these men are considered
to be local consumers, because apparently the
price for local consumption as fixed is greater
than that which we obtain overseas. Prom
the -Minister's own mouth we have been told
to-night that the net price for exported wheat
to the farmer is 7s. Ild.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is the
average, or will be the average.

Capt. CARTER: The figures quoted by
him were an excerpt from the speech de-
livered by the Prime Minister on the 13th
Not-emb6r, 1920, and therefore do not stand
to-day as they undoubtedly applied in 1920.
The position is therefore anomalous end it is
distinctly unfair to the people of Australia,
that we should bare to pay at least Is. per
bushel more for our own wheat than we are
getting for it overseas on the Continental
markets. It seems to mae that the powers
that be in the price-fixing world have decided
on thle policy that, when the world's parity is
higher than the local price, the producers to
whomn I ant referring are not to be considered
as local consumers; but directly the local
price is high the local man is called upon to
pay, as a local consumer, the higher price.

The Minister fur Agriculture: That will
be remedied in time.

Capt. CARTER: It is time it was remedied.
While the machinery has been set in motion-
if that has been done-we have suffered a.
loss in the Belmont district alone of 95 per
cent. of the value of our poultry industry.
To-day it is practically non-existent. Ap-
parently we regard the general question of
wheat from an altogether wrong point of
view. In effect we produce something likec
3 per cent, of the world's output of wheat,
and yet people talk as if we were a deciding
factor in the world of wheat. The day is
coming when we will hare to look for other
avenues for the sale of our wheat. I believe
that, whlen the greater competition which is
facing us in the near future occurs, the
world's market is not going to be such a
payable concern to Australia, and will not be
so easily accessible to us as it is to-day. I
put it to the House as a business proposition
that it will pay the primary producers to
feed one industry -upon another, and to estab-
lish one industry not at the expense of the
other but alongside and co-ordinating with
the other; in other words, to turn our wheat
into bacon, eggs raid dairy produce.

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Supplementing it.
Capt. CARTER: I am particularly refer-

ring to the dairying, the pig raising, and the
poultry raising industries of the State. Last
year we imported a tremendous amount of
these commodities from the Eastern States. T
understand we imported into Western Aus-
tralia £400,000 worth of butter on the one
hand and £18,000 worth of eggs on the other.

Mr. Sampson: Ten thousand pounds.
Capt. CARTER: I Am merely speaking

from memory. At the present rate of decline
of our pig raising and bacon industries we

shiall have to increase our importations of
bacon, etc., from the other States. I believe
it would be the finest policy that the Primary
Producers' Association could adopt if they
were to feed these industries, not by giving
anything away, bitt by giving what I claim
is our just due, a fair deal, and a nmuch
fairer deal than we have had in the pest in
the miatter of local consumption, In 1914
there were 83,000 pigs in Western Australia.
In 1921 there were 58,000, a marked decrease,
and yet in 1914 growers were only getting
8d. a lb. and only paying 58. a bushel for
their wheat. At present they are getting is.
per lb., and Yet they cannot afford to keep
as many pigs as they kept in 1914. The
reason for this. is obvious. I am not posing,
as an expert myself, but I ant quoting g roin
the opinions of an expert When I say that it
takes 7 lbs. of wheat to produce 1 11). of
pork. When wheat was 5s. a bushel it cost
a inan 7d. to produce 12d. worth of pork.
To-day wvithi wheat at Ds. a butshmel, that is
one peniny and four-fifthis peI- lb., it costs
about Is. 21/Ad. to produce Is. w-orth of pork.
That is the one, true and good reason why
the pig raising industry is going down in
Western Australia.

Mr. Hiclcirott: There is more pork on the
market to-any than there was in 1.914.

Capt. CARTER: The reason for this is
that the pig raisers cannot afford to feed
their pigs, and it is not paying theum at the
rate of Is. per lb., whereas in 1914 it paid
them to breed pigs at 8d. a lb. The cost is
now round about Is. 3d. per lb. to produce
and market pork, which is only worth Is.
per lb.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: The pro-
dncers have had the Prices Regulation Cein-
mnissioni to protect them.

Capt. CARTER:. That protection has driven
time industry out of existence. It is no good
blinking the fact. The figures I have quoted
must stand. If tlmey are wrong they should be
corrected by the Minister. Whilst that is true
of these industries, it is also true of the dairy -
lag industry, which is one that vitally affects
time metropolitan area. It is bound up closely
withL our public health. At present the opera-
tions of our dairymen have been hampered
and in many cases thle quality of the milk
produced has suffered, because it is practic-
ally impossible to feed at a profit the cows
which are producing the milk required for
the city and the nmetropolitan area. The
high Cost Of offal has greatly affected this
pa rticular branect of the iimdnstry.

Mr. Hickntott: There is more butter pro-
duced now than ever before in Western Aus-
tralia.

Capt, CARTER: There is none produlcedl
in the metropolitan area. I am speaking from
the point of view of that area. In a month
or two there will be little or no green feed
available. What has obtained in past years
will obtain again this year. There are special
circumstances which hon. members are aware
of that prevent farmers from building silos.
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They cannot afford to make provision against
the dry day which conies with every summer,
Therefore they will be faced with the same
old1 difficulty, and will face it in the same
old improvident way as they have done in
years past. This is a matter which should re-
ceive urgent attention at the hands of the
(Government. We are told that we are bound
to the Amtralian Wheat Board in the matter
of 9s. a hushe!. If that is so, and it is a
matter of subsidising the industry by the
nilou,,t we will hav to play to the wheat

board, I do not know that it would seen,
advisaible, but I say that in the long run,
were the Government in a position to finance
the industry to-day in that manner, it would
par themk to do this. By subsidising these
iichistrie,' and helping, them they would be
in a position to carry on, and to start on
the road to inctrease as was their position a
few years ago. These primary producers i n
the metropolitan nrea, primary producers in
the fullest sense of tile word, are just as
much entitled to the nme of farmers as are
the, wheat farmers and fruit growers else-
where in Western Australia, and just as much
enltitledi to re-eive benefits in the matter of
the cartaze of their commodities as the
farmers; in the vountry. On a given quantity
of pigs in 1918, the freight was 7s. In 1921
on the same given quantity of pigs the
freight was 18s. Rd. That does not fit in with
the prices charged to the farmers in the back
districts. It is absolutely unfair to tell
people as they come to the State that they
miust get out into the hack blocks, and Ignore
the present Possibilities of the metropolitan
area. The House knows that this is a most
imp1 ortant branch of our primary productiomn,
and that there are thousands of acres within
a comparatively' few miles of Perth which
are capable of the highest and most intense
culture. 'We know what has been done on
the one hand by the U'gly Men's settlement
on the Swain, anid we knowv that this may be
done in Inan v other districts.

Mr. Iiickinott: That does not depend on
the wheat.

Capt. CARTER: If fowls do not depend
upo %%beat, I do not kaow what does.

Mr. Ili,-kniott : if von have land there why
lo you not produce iced for your own stock'?

Capt. CARTER: If the hion. member can
tell1 me where [ can grow wheat wvithin a oew
miles of the city, we might be able to grow it.
I am told that we should grow our own feed.
The interjection is as nonsensical as any-
thing I have heard in the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
lion. membler must address the Chair.

CaTit. CARTER: Thme Position makes it in-
cumbent upon the Glovernmnent, and also on
tihe department handling the marketing of
wheat, to deal directly' aud iummediately with
the question. If we cannot at once reduce
the price of wheat, there should be a definite
guarantee given to this House and to the
people of Western Australia that the price
will he reduced at the first available oppor-
tunity. If, as the Minister suggested to-night,

though he did not definitely state it, we shall
he free from the arrangement with the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board a month before Christ-
tonas, let uts have the alteration in price as
soon as ever we are free from the contract;
and let it conme more quickly if possible. The
matter is one of vital nuportance to hundreds
(if farmers, hundreds, of returned men, and
hundreds of families all over thme metropolitan
area. It is a maitter seriously affecting the
.safe working of our e-oammmmnity' . I say that
with reference to our industrial situation. All
these things are hound up in one vast circle,
and I hold that the upsetting of the even
Ibalance of one part of the circle throws the
otlher parts out of balance. Even if the
motion is not at the moment expedient, the
question is one which should receive immediate
attention. I have learnit something from the
iMinister's speech to-night which has made ine
think that to give immediate effect to the
motion might not be expedient; but at least
let us deal with the question so soon as we are
released from the contract which, apparentl,
binds us in the matter of price to the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board].

lion. AV. C. ANGWIN !(QThrth-East Pro-
mintle) 110.21I: 1 do not think the Minister
was quite accurate in his opening re-
marks on this subject. Hon. members
who have followed the suhjct closely
are aware that 'Mr. Baxter, who represented
this State on the Australian Wheat Board at
the time the price of wheat for home con-
suniption was fixed, refused to take any part
in the fixing of that price. During Mr. Rnx-.
ter 's absence from the State Mr. 'Monger and
his party held a meeting, -and demanded that
the flovernnient should fix the price for home
consumption at 9s., and should enter into a
contract to take the necessary supplies at that
price.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is not so.
lion. W. C. A NO WIN: That is what was

eclaorted in the Press.
Mr. A. Thomson: [ happened to be present.

lion. W. C. AN(IWIN: The price was dis-
cussed at the meeting or conference in quass-
lion. No arrangement was madle for the
various payments. The eonference had
neither tlh- right nor the low'er to fix the
price.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Tme Govern-
inents agreed to take .30 million bushels of
wheat.

lion. AV. C. ANGWLN: Theme never n-as
any' agreement until after n-heat had started
to fall in the market.

The Minister for Agrivulture: That is
wrong.

The Premier: Quite wrong.

lion. W. P. ANG WIN: Previously to that,
the sane conditions were prevailing as had
prevailed in connection with every other pool.
Prices were fixed fromt month to month, or
fromt quarter to quarter, whatever the term
might be, an the London parity. During the
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discussion at the end of 1919 and the begin-
nling of 1920 ais to the price of wheat, 'Mr.
Hughes. the Prime Minister, intimated to the
conference that his election pledge was that
the price for local consumption must be on the
London parity. An endeavour wvas mtade by
the Western A ustralian representative, Mr,
(Yolebaitch, to bring in the world's parity; but
Mr. Hughes denied that lie had ever spoken of
world 'a parity. Nevertheless, the words
appear here in this copy I have of an opinion
given by a legal gentleman in regard to the
mlatter. However, 'Mr. Hughes denied that
during the election campaign lie had spoken
of world's parity.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is a big
tern,.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. Because a
small quantity of wheat was sent to Egypt,
the Australian Wheat Board started to fix
the prie for local consumption on the basis of
that transaction. ilow ever, the matter became
of political significan-ce, and] there was a
danger of Ifr. Hughes's party losing power.
Let me point out that there never was a word
about fixing the price for 12 months until
these political difficulties arose.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are still
sending wheat to Egypt.

Hll. W. C. ANOIX: Possibly; under
that contract. The position then was that
early in the year the Australian Wheat Board
had decided to make 9a. the parity price for
home consumption. The reports which camne
through to this State front the East never
contained a single word about any contract
entered into by the Government to take the
wheat required for hiomec consumption. All
that camne through was that the board recoin-
mended that the price for home consumption
should be 9s. Mr. Baxter said he would not
agree to that price until after hie had dis-
cussed the nmatter will, the Government of
Western Australia. The price wvas, in fact,
fixed after 2Jr. Baxter's return to Western'
Australia from, the Eastern States. Unfor-
tunately. M,%r. Hughes has made a statement on
the subject through the columns of yestei-
day's newspapers-just before this discussion.
Early in -January list, it appears, wheat was
bringing li8s. per quarter iii London. But
that wheat carried a freight of 1l35s. per ton.

The *Minister for Agriculture: Oh, no!
Hon. AV. C. ANOWIN: Yes. Early in the

year that was so, because the two miillion tons
of freight secured before the harvest was
mostly priced at I 55s. That represents about
4s. 3d. per bushel for freight alone. Out of
the 14s. 7d. representing the price per bushel
in London, 4s. 3d. must be paid for freight.
Then there are handling charges, which also
must be deducted in order t9 arrive at Lou.
don parity; and so that parity becomies :ip-
proximately 9s. in Australia. But then the
mearkept began to recede, according to the
iiiter 's own statement, until fin August

the price of wheat fell to 6is. 8d. per
bushel so far as Australia was concerned.
What was the price between Januar y anitt
August we do not know, because the -Min-'

ister has not told us. However, the London
price to-day is 6s. 8d.; we are to-day paying
9s. for wheat that London secures at the
equivalent of 6s. 8d. here. Wheat is comning
here to-day frain South Australia for sale
in our metropolitan area it Os). per bushel.
flow could that hav-e occurred if alt agree-
imient was arrived at by the conference! It
there is amiy binding contract, how is it that
wheait can be sent from South Australia into
the mietropolitan area of this State and re-
tailed here at 9s. per bushel?

The Minister for Agriculture: They have
a lot of inferior wheat over there.

Capt. Carter: WI-at is the qualty of the
wheat that is coining over?

Ron. WV. C. ANOWIS: I dto not know,
but I have been told that it is good wheat.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: It is not
faq. wheat.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: I am not saying
that it is. I cannot say what it is.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: It cannot be.
Hor. W. C. ANG-WIN: The explanation

miust be that * the 1100l is encouraging the
.sale of wheat at a lower price, to be sent
here in competition with our wheat. I say
that the contract that is spoken of is merely
a farce.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Prlue
Minister has definitely said that there is at
contract.

Hon. W. C. ANC.%\TX: The Prime Min,-
ister changed his opinion when he saw some
political difficulties ahead, It Wasl nlot until
then that the price of 9s. was fixed. It is
not fair to the conshuers of this State that
they should have to pay 9s. for wheat that
we sell overeas at 6s. 8d. Such a position is
neither just nor equitable.' I also want to
say for the informnation of some of my
friends opposite. %%vho fail to replise the po-
sition, that but for the starting of the wheat
pools ont the strength of the credit of the
States, the farmiers, would not have got 2s. a
bushel for their wheat, would not have beven
able to sell their wheat at all.

Mr. Hiekinott interjected.
Hon. WV. C. ANGIVIN: T advise the lion.

memher to keep quiet. No member of this
Chamber dlid more to keep down the price
of wheat thani that lion. nmember dlid when
it suited the farmers. That can be proved
by a reference to ''Htnsnrl.'' At that
time, so long as the members of the Gov-
ernment kept down the price of wheat, thevy
could do no wrong. A low price for wheat
suited the lion. menier 's book thenm; it does
not suit his book now. No manl should adivo-
cate fair play' for one 'nan and injustice to
another. Lie should advocate fair play for a2l.
To-day we are only asking that the same
mueasiure of fairness be extended] to con-
sunlers as was extended to the farmers in
1914-15. In my opinion, the Government
hae" not entered into any contract to pur-
chase wheat for local consimption mid
therefore are not holding the wheat for the
people of this State. The Government of
this State are at present holding two miU-
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lion bushels of wheat for which there is no
market. In Australia there are between
85 and 40 million bushels of wheat for which
there is no market. Then how can it be said
that the Government to- lay are holding
wheat for home consumption any more than
such a statement could have been made at
any other period of the existence of the
wheat pools! The present situation is ani
imposition on the people of this State, and
steps should be takeni immediately to reduce
the price of wheat for home consumption. I
have had complaints from poultry farniers
and dairy farmers that the price of wheat
is driving them out of existence. $o
long as such a systemn obtains, the State
cannot prosper. It is no wonder that with
such a system we should have a deficit. To
crush one man in order to build up another
is3 a policy that is bound to result in deficits.
In the interests of the State the House
should 'carry the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition; and as the Gov-
enment have not entered into any contract
with the farmers regarding wheat for local
consumption, We should see to it that the
Giovernment do not pay any extra money on
that account. Let ine repeat that the price
of wheat in London to-day is equivalent to
6s. 3d. per bushel free on board ship here.
Then we must allow about 4%d. per bag
for putting the wheat into the ship from the
trucka-equal to 1%d. per bushel. Then
there are other charges to be deducted as
well. Those things being so, it is clear that
we are to-day paying an exorbitant price
for our wheat, and that steps should irn-
mnediately be taken to reduce that price. 1
trust the motion will be carried.

Mr. TROY ('Mount 3ijagnet) [10.15]1 -
support the motion because I desire to be
consistent. At the same time I am inclined
to think the.hour is too late for the motion
to be carried. I do not mean the hour of
the evening, but the honr of the season. The
wheat, the price of which will be reduced if
this motion is carried has mostly been dis-
posed of and the new season 's crop has not
yet been garnered. Harvesting operations
will begin in November.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have a few
months more to pay for it.-

IMr. TROY: I support the motion because
I am of opinion that the high price the pro-
ducers have received for their wheat has been
a temporary one and, the time will come when
the price will be very much reduced. As a
wheat producer, I fear that within a very
few years the farmer will be producing wheat
at a price which will hardly pay him. 'When
that time comes I have not the slighest doubt
that a motion will be moved asking this
House or the Federal Parliament to deter-
mine that the people of the Commonwealth
or the State shall stand behind the wheat
growers, and that the people shall finance the
farmers and enable them to be properly sup-
ported by a grant of money. I have always
'held that 7s. Rd. is a fair sod reasonable

price for wheat. I would be glad if I knew
that I could get s. for my wheat all through.
I do not think any section of the community
in such a position as the farmers shouldl re-
fuse to -show consideration for other sections
of the community. The time will come when
the farmers will require the support of those
sections of the community to whom they now
deny consideration. I have heard that the
poultry and pig-raising industries, as well as
others, have suffered because of the high
price of this commodity. The member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter) stressed the point
to-night, but before he sat down I was unable
to judge how he intended to vote onl this ino-
tion. He made a very timid speech and lie
left it open to doubt as to bow hie will vote.
I doubt if he will sup port the motion. I have
always regarded 7s. 3d. as a fair and reason-
able price, and I fear that the wheat pro-
dicer wilt not be able to get that price in
the future. The time will conic when lie will
have to produce n-heat at a lower price.

Mr. Lathamn. They have d]one that before.
Mr. TRQY: When speaking previously on

this subject I pointed out that the wheat pool
could never have been financed had it not
been that the credit of the people of Aus-
tralia. was behind the pool. The Minister in
charge of the Agricultural Departnient has
stated that it n-as only w-ith the utmost diffi-
culty that the State has been able to secure
a small advance on the season's crop. That
has not been financed on the crop which can-
not yet be estimated but onl the security of
the people as a whole.

AIr' Latham: How do the dealers get oil,
the men who buy the wheat?

My. TROY: There are no dealers. here.
Mr. Latham: There hare been in the past.
Mr. TROY: What dealer is guaranteeing

a price here?
Mr. Latham: Dreyfus guaranteed a price

be~f ore this.
Mr. TROY: That was before the estab-

lishment of the wheat scheme when the mar-
ket was open to all buyers, when there was
plenty of money, when shipping was plentiful
and when the market was stable, To-olay thu
conditions are different. There are no huy-
ers operating and people are impoverished
and without credit. Had proper buyers been
prepared to give an advance, the Victorian
Government would not have been. compelled
to advanice the price of wheat to the extent
of 4 s. An appeal was made to the country
on that subject and it was stated that private
enterprise was willing to embark upon these
transactions. The buyers were not able to
come forward and the Government of that -
State were compelled to make the adrance on
the security of the people. This assistance
has been rendered to the farmers int the Past
and although the wheat growers hare reveived
good prices for their commodity for some
years past, it only requires one or two had
seasons to put the wheat growers back into
their forner unfortunate position.

The Minister for Agriculture: It goes in
cycles.
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Mr. TROY: I know that the growers will
coin bore again asking for assistance and
bonuses.

Air. Lathamn: They have never done that
in the past.

Mr. TROY: Anything they have done in
the past is 110 criterion of what they will do
in the future. A statement has been made
that the Government 4hould have made ad-
vances on the wheat at a time when, as a
matter of fact, wheat was not worth Is. a
bushel.

3Mr, A. Thomson: At the same time it
helped the Government in their financing.

Mr. TROY: Without the assistance of the
people of Australia and the security of the
Commonwealth the farmers would not have
been able to hold their wheat.

Mr. Latham- God help the state that did
not do that.

Mfr. TROY: On the other hand, the State
mid the Commonwealth helped the wheat
growers and nursed the producers for the
time being, securing the best markets and
prices, which enabled them to carry on.

Mr. iLatham1 : And W. M_ Hughes allowed
our wheat to go out at less than it cost to
produce.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is quite
out of order.

Mr. TROY: I support the motion.

On motion. by the Colonial Secretary debate
adjourned.

BILL-ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
neats-

RESOLUTION-FEDERATION AND
THE STATE.

Council 's Select Committee.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had concurred in the resotution
submitted by the Assembly and that it had
appointed five members of the Council to act
on- behialf of that Chamber en the joint select
committee, the members being the Hons. J.
Ewing, J. W. Kirwan, A. H. Panton, A San-
derson, and H. Stewart.

House adjourned at 1003 p.m.

Zegwolative Council
Thursday, 99th Sept ember, 1991.

Questions: Engine -Drivers CertifBeaten......
Irwin River Ooaled-1 Professor flavld's

insPection' %S protl5vo for boring ..
Old Women's ho;me .. ..

L~eave of Absence ..
Pills: Electoral Act Amendment, Sit., passed ...

Bluldin Soctes Act Amendment, report..
Inmps ton of Machinery. 2 . ........ ...

Adjournment: Royal Show ............ ...

1029
1030
1030
1080
1030
1030
1039

The PRESIDEN_\T took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-ENGTNE-DRIVERS'0 CER-
TIFICATES.

Hon. B. H. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Education: 1, What is the approximate
number of first-class unrestricted engine-
drivers' certificates in force, and issued
under the following Acts:-(&) The Mines
Regulation Act of 1895; (b) T!hc Mines
Regulation Act Amendment Act of 1899;
(e) The Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1902;
(d) The Inspection of Machinery Act of
19041 2, 'What is the number of first-class
restricted engine-drivers'I certificates in
force, and issued under the following
Acts.-(&) The Mines Regulation Act of
1895; (b) The Mines Regulation Act
Amendment Act of 18993; (c) The Coal
Mines Regulation Act of 1902; (d) The
Inspection of Machinery Act of 1904?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, (a) 1408; (b) 653; (c) 3; (d) 128.
2, (a) Nil; (b) Nil; (c) Nil; (d) 71.
Ru Clause (a), paragraphs I and 2.
All certificates issued under the Mines
Regulation Act of 1895 were known as
"Certificates of Competency," and were

not graded into classes. These certificates
were recognised uinder the 1904 Act as first
class certificates except those which were
endorsed "Not to drive a winding engine
except as an assistant,'' and these have
been recognised under the 1904 Act as
equivalent to second class.

QUESTIONS (2)-IRWIN COAL FIELD.
Professor David's Inspection.

Ron. .1. W, HICKEY asked the Minister for
Education: In view of the fact that Pro-
fessor Sir Edgewortb David has made an
inspection of the Irwin coal district, will
the Government ask him if he would submit
a report of his inspection, having in mind
the great importance of the inspection from
a State standpoint?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:, The Government have already ex-
plained that Professor David is visiting this
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